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So you're THE WILD YOUNG HEARTS, where did you 
get the band’s name from?
I thought of it on an acid trip in SINGAPORE.

What are your names and what instruments do you 
play?
My name is ROBB, I sing and play guitar. GARRETT is the 
bassist, JUSTIN plays guitar, and KEVIN is our drummer. 
Kevin is the only one who plays his any instrument with 
any shred of decency though, don't get it twisted.

Tell me about your characteristics but through which 
of THE THREE STOOGES that you would be..
I'd  say  I'm the one that  is  the asshole...who  was that, 
LARRY? JUSTIN would be Shemp.  I  dunno. This show 
was a few generations before our time..  I  can tell  you 
which  KARDASHIAN  we  are?  I'd  be  KANYE 
KARDASHIAN, Justin would be BRUCE JENNER, uhhhh.... 
GARRETT  can  be  LAMAR  ODOM,  just  needs  a  crack 
addiction.  KEVIN can be KIM because he has the nicest 
ass, and I think he had sex with RAY J once.

What brought all of you together?
We  met  in  SAN  DIEGO  through  various  bands,  then 
whammy! this happened.

If all of you were to have a fight to the death, who would 
win?
I'd have to say GARRETT, as he has a good 5 inches and 
30 pounds  on  all  of  us.   I  was  raised  in  CANADA,  and 
consider myself a bit of a pacifist,  so I'd be chillin'  in the 
corner.

Where are you from?
We  are  from  all  over,  but  we  hail  from  SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA.

Why did  you  name your  EP  "PRETTY  GIRLS"  and  not 
"UGLY GIRLS"?
Because the songs are about pretty girls. Plus, I figure a 
good chunk of people probably will  click on anything that 
has pretty girls, myself included.

What are some of your personal critiques on the EP, in 
what areas do you feel you did the best and which do you 
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feel that you could have improved on?
I just wish I had more time to work on things.  I feel like 
we captured a really good vibe, it sounds cohesive, but 
obviously I would have loved an extra week to work on it.

Where do you draw your influence and style from?
All  over!  Personally,  as  a  writer  I'm  influenced  by 
everything from BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN, to BLINK 182, to 
KANYE WEST, to TAYLOR SWIFT.  I'm a huge pop fan at 
heart, despite the rock and roll sound.  I've always been a 
sucker for pop music, no matter how cheesy it is, so i try 
to draw from that a lot.

Of the songs featured on your EP, which of them do 
you feel is your favorite?
SLEEP

As far as your EP goes, how can the readers obtain a 
copy?
go to iTunes for the deluxe version, which features four 
extra tracks!

Are you currently working on a follow up EP?
yes!  we  will  be  releasing  a  new  single  around 
thanksgiving weekend called Prove You Wrong

In one word, how would you describe your live show?
Greasy.

Do you have any songs that you cover for the hell of it?
I always sing "WHY CAN'T I?" by LIZ PHAIR in the middle 
of our set just for funsies. I don't think anyone catches it, 
but fuck em.

If you could go on tour with any band/artist who would 
you choose and why?
ONE DIRECTION because they're filthy fucking huge and I 
wouldn't mind playing in front of 20, 000 kids who have 
never heard of  us every night.   But in  all  seriousness, 
maybe  the  TUPAC  hologram.  Or  a  really  good 
NICKELBACK cover band.

Have you had the chance to play with any big name 
mainstream bands yet?
Not in this band yet, no.  We've only been playing shows 
for 6 months.

Where do you find  your  spark,  that  little  thing that 
keeps you going?
I'm  a  crazy  person,  I  will  always  have  a  spark.   I  am 
constantly  coming  up  with  new  material,  and  it's  a 
beautiful feeling man.

In what manner do you believe your music effects your 
fans?
I  think it  makes people feel  good!  that's  all  I  want to do. 
We're just a rock band playing dumb pop songs, our sole 
job is to make people feel good.

If you don't make it any where and essentially crash and 
burn, will you look back on your adventure into music as 
being worth it?
of course! these songs are rad, we'll always have them. As 
much  as  we'd  like  to  be  the  next  U2,  these  songs  will 
always be around no matter what, and I'm pretty proud of a 
good chunk of em.

In 20 years from now, where do you see yourself? Will 
you have sold out stadiums and toured the world. Or will 
you be sitting with a wife and children reminiscing on 
what could have been?
We'll  probably  be  between  our  ninth  stadium  tour  and 
seventh rehab stint.  Can't wait.
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How did the band come to be?
The group morphed a lot with genre’s and members but 
it started with the guitarist, KIRT in 2010. He then asked 
TRICIA if  she wanted to try  out for the band. She had 
been coming out to the band building and singing for fun 
for years.  After a few practices TRICIA was made the 
singer of the band and we changed the name to POOR 
MAN'S FAME. CHAD came along in 2012 just before we 
recorded  ALL  OR  NOTHING  and  then  JOEY  came  in 
before we recorded the album in 2013.

What  made  you  settle  on  the  name  "POOR  MANS 
FAME"?
We chose the name because music cost money and if 
you’re serious about your music it seems like costs more 
than you make,  hence the Poor.  Plus,  to  have a chick 
singer and add the word Man in there throws things off. 
The fame doesn’t mean “FAME .  We always thought that 
if we created something that we liked and something our 
friends liked that then it would be our little claim to Fame.

Is  there  any  significant  meaning behind  it  or  was it 
what sounded the coolest?
Not really, just what is mentioned above. We are Poor, 
LOL, and this band is our little claim to Fame. We are 
proud of it and the music we make!

How long has the band been together?
The band formed October 29, 2010 as a cover band. It 
wasn’t until May of 2012 we became an Original band and 
around June of 2013 for this current lineup.

What brought you together?  
Our  passion  for  music  and drive  to  recreate  something 
new and have fun doing it.

How about a little insight into each of your members?
TRICIA grew up singing in church at an early age and later 
attended WINTHROP UNIVERSITY as a vocal major.  She 
didn’t  start  listening to  heavy  music  until  about  3 years 
prior to joining the band.   KIRT started playing guitar at 
sixteen and has played off  and on for over twenty seven 
years.  He  is  left  handed  but  was  taught  to  play  right 
handed and has always kept a right handed playing style. 
CHAD started out as a guitarist and later switched to bass 
when the band he was in couldn’t find a bassist. He plays 
some sick bass lines! JOEY actually is a TEXAS native and 
is a self taught drummer with a lot of heart and talent.  

What do they bring to the table?
TRICIA brings a strong, unique vocal sound all her own plus 
she has great harmonies and a rather large range. She 
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also has a way of writing that weaves a story around the 
emotion  the  music.  KIRT  and  TRICIA  seem  to  have 
musical  chemistry  together  and even though they  are 
married it doesn’t affect their music writing, it seems to 
enhance it. Typically KIRT feeds TRICIA some rifts and it 
strikes an emotion that helps build a story. KIRT has a 
great writing ability and is a consistent guitarist. He can 
make  the  guitar  continue  an  emotion  like  in  the  lead 
break  for  ANGUISH.  He  actually  came  from  a  death 
metal band, so driving rifts come easy for him. CHAD and 
KIRT have played together off and on for years, so they’re 
used to feeding off one another. CHAD has a great ability 
to walk the hell out of the bass. It’s almost like playing the 
bass is effortless for him and he easily finds the groove 
of a song. JOEY is not a new drummer but the newest 
member  of  POOR  MAN’S  FAME.  His  playing  style  is 
exactly what the band was looking for. His double bass 
adds just the right amount of push to keep the heavy in a 
song.  He  also  changes  up  drums  beats.  He  also 
understands the structure of songs and it shows when 
we wrote WAIT in two hours at the studio!

You have a female vocalist and a heavy style, do you 
find  it  harder  to  get   people  to  take  the  band 
seriously?
We aren’t  seeing that  in  our  current  scene.  We had 
more  trouble  when  we  were  a  cover  band.  No  one 
wanted to book you as a cover band in the heavy rock 
genre/metal  genre.  We  are  pretty  tight  as  a  group. 
What we write for an album is what you will hear live. Not 
a ton of effects and not a lot of extra guitar tracks. Now 
that we have locked in all key members we are getting 
great  reviews  and the shows  keep  getting  better  and 
better. We are there to jam and have a good time…it’s 
just what we do!

Have they every told you that you sing like a girl?
Ha…YES, Mostly she hears that she reminds people of 
AMY  LEE  (EVANESCENCE)  or  LACEY  MOSLEY 
(FLYLEAF)  ,  LUNA COIL,  because it’s  the closest  thing 
they can come up with to compare for chick singers in 
this  genre...We’ve  even  heard  she  reminds  people  of 
KATIE PERRY.

Can you give us some insight into the meaning behind 
a few of your songs?  
We chose to create our 1st YOUTUBE video from the 
single  “NARCISSISTIC”  because  it  was  written  from  a 
real life story, like most of our songs. It was very heart 
felt by the band and we thought it was a good follow up to 
ALL OR NOTHING.  So in this song there was a young 
woman who was terminally ill and two benefits to raise 

money for her were going down on the same day. One a 
church  and  the  other  a  poker  run  with  bikers.   These 
events were actually  listed together in a newspaper and 
the church called in upset that they were put NEAR the 
bikers.  How  wrong  is  that?  There  are  both  doing 
something good for someone but one group had an issue 
just b/c they chose to stereotype. What is funny (now it’s 
funny) when we were shooting the video for this song, we 
had bikers in the video and we were shooting the street 
scene and a church wanted the bikers removed from the 
downtown area that we were in! Can you believe that! The 
police came and everything. We thought TRICIA was going 
to flip her lid! Our song “ANGUISH”, basically it is about a 
mother using her child like a trophy for show and not so 
much for love. If we could do another video it would be this 
one.
“ALL  OR  NOTHING”  is  about  a  crappy  relationship  and 
breaking the hold and realizing you deserve better. “WAIT” 
one word describes this song. SEX!

Which of the songs that you have written so far would 
you consider your gem so far?
We have had a lot of trouble figuring that out. Still at this 
point  our  very  first  song  we  ever  wrote,  “ALL  OR 
NOTHING”, is still spreading around the globe because we 
sent it to every college radio station across the U.S. and to 
every internet radio station around the world.  It was even 
accepted to  some music stores in the U.K.  Off  the new 
album “NARCISSISTIC” along with “BLINDED”.  We will have 
to wait and see a little longer to really figure that one out 
since the album just released 10-22-13.

How  was  the  critical  reception  towards  your  album 
"TELL THE STORY"? How did the reviews look?
Again  it’s  still  new…right  now  we  haven’t  had  anything 
negative  from the album.  It’s  all  been positive.  Which  is 
great! We’ve had some very patient fans and each one of 
them that have stuck with us say it was totally worth the 
wait and more.

As far as your music and live performances go, what do 
you as artists believe that you can improve on?
Your stage performance and how you get a crowd going 
and interacting with you when you perform is something 
we are always thinking about. Also, sound. We need our 
own sound guy. Sometimes you have 15 minutes to set up 
and dial in and a sound guy can make or break you live. The 
guy  at  THE  SALOON  at  the  NC  MUSIC  FACTORY  is 
awesome!  When he listened to  us  for  a  while,  he knew 
exactly what the vocals needed and the mix. It was great!

Have you found any little clicks or clacks on the album 
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that stick out to  you and trouble you sort of  like a 
pimple on picture day?
Not  really,  we  have  a  huge  team  behind  us  on  the 
production side because of our label’s connections! They 
really  did a great job.  Our producer ALEC REXROAT is 
unbelievable.

For the people who read this and gain an interest in 
your music, where can they find it?
Our music is available on our website, ITUNES,CDBABY, 
AMAZON,  GOOGLE  PLAY,  MYSPACE  MUSIC,  SPOTIFY, 
PANDORA, SOUNDCLOUD tons more and most of your 
internet based music stores and some retail locations in 
the future.

With a named such as "POOR MAN’S FAME," I picture 
charitable  acts  towards  the  homeless  or  people  in 
situations not so great; outside of the music are there 
any charitable acts that you offer the community? Do 
you volunteer at the soup kitchen or even anything as 
small  as  donating  to  programs  such  as  TOYS  FOR 
TOTS?
We’ve taken a portion the money we made off our first 
printed shirts and given them to the REV. RONAL KING 
FEED THE HUNGRY OF YORK COUNTY.  It  was such a 
great  feeling  knowing  that  our  contribution  helped  to 
feed 100 people in our local community. Giving back to 
community is very important to our band. Two of us are 
parents so we have a soft spot for anything we can do to 
help the little ones. We always carry a jar with us and an 
explanation that sits behind it to feed the hungry in care 
of the REV. RONAL KING FEED THE HUNGRY OF YORK 
COUNTY.

What are some bands that you draw influence from 
when composing music?
We  like  EVANESCENSE,  FLYLEAF,  PARAMORE, 
SEETHER,  KILLSWITCH  ENGAGE,  SEVENDUST, 
MUDVAYNE, CHEVELLE,  BREAKING BENJAMIN and so 
many more, even jazz musicians.

What bands from the local scene do you enjoy playing 
with the most?
THE  DAYS  REMAIN,  BUTTERFLY  CORPSE,  CRIMSON 
COUNTESS, BLU AVENUE, ROBOT PLANT, MANAMAMA. 
Everyone has a fun time and just likes to jam and support 
one another  and the  talent  is  huge…these  are  just  to 
name a few.

How do you feel towards your local scene? Are people 
highly supportive, or is it sort of hit and miss?
Heavy Rock and Metal is a tough genre right off the bat. 
It’s  stereotyped  by  the  main  stream  as  rough  and 

demonic almost. I guess it’s how they felt about ELVIS and 
the  BEETLES  at  first  too,  lol.  It’s  hit  and  miss  but..   It 
depends on the area you are in,  night you play and how 
long  you’ve  had  to  promote  your  shows,  who  you  are 
booked with, the venue you are playing at, did they promote 
and did  you get  the information  you  needed in  order  to 
promote the show in a timely fashion. We are just starting 
out, so we aren’t expecting massive crowds at our shows 
(yet). Just now is when we’ve had music to listen to other 
than ALL OR NOTHING. Our numbers are global numbers 
and we are working our area just like any other starter 
band would. But what we do know about our fans is where 
they are, so when we tour we would concentrate on areas 
where the fans are and play those areas.

Are  there  any  major  headlining  bands  for  whom  you 
would love to play support?
SEVENDUST,  EVANESENCE,  PAPA ROACH,  THREE DAYS 
GRACE, SALIVA, IN THIS MOMENT, HALESTORM…the list 
goes on.  

How do you feel in regards to the current state of the 
music industry? Do you feel  as if  it's  harder to break 
through than it was, say, in the 70's or 80's?
Yes it seems like in the70’s and 80’s they gave anyone a 
record  deal  and  now  the  industry  seems  so  closed  off 
because there are millions of bands.  Bands and People 
have a serious delusion of grandeur on how the industry 
works  in  regards  to  major  labels….  Popular  bands  and 
entertainers in the music industry make the most money 
not  off  album  sales  anymore  but  by  merchandise  and 
packing out shows and becoming spokesman for various 
products like REVLON, HOT TOPIC, PAUL REED SMITH, etc. 
YOU JUST AREN’T GIVEN MONEY AND EXPECTED NOT TO 
PAY IT BACK, Why would any biz. People do that. They are 
in biz to make money. Label might take a chance on you. 
They give you 80K a year (maybe). Well the set, road team, 
staging,  sound,  advertising,  hazard  insurance  for  those 
people working, merchandise, music videos, it’s put up by 
the label. It all cost money and the label is shelling it out for 
free…I don’t think so. You better make their money back or 
you  are  in  violation  of  your  contract  and  they  will  turn 
around and sue you!  There goes your 80K per member 
and then some and hopefully you haven’t spent it. Plus, you 
might to make more albums than agreed upon and next 
time you want be getting as much money for your show, so 
it’s going to be harder to pay it back. You now belong to the 
label. So you better hope you make it and you better have a 
good lawyer to help negotiate a deal.

Recently  you  won  THE  PIT  UNSIGNED BAND OF THE 
YEAR, how do you feel towards this? Do you find it to be 

DECEMBER  2013 – ROCKWiRED.COM                      PAGE 20 



ROCKWiRED MAGAZiNE – 2013  EDiTOR'S CHOiCE 

a major accomplishment or is it just a small stepping 
stone?
We do take it as a major accomplishment! Who wouldn’t 
want to be called BAND OF THE YEAR by anyone! We 
have  worked  very  hard  and  gone  through  a  ton  of 
changes in  order to  produce a great  sounding album, 
quality photos and videos so that we have something to 
market ourselves with. You don’t get these things when 
you’re “POOR” by not working hard to get it done!  You 
also  nowhere  without  great  support  from fans,  family 
and other bands willing to take on a new band at a show! 
So  huge  thanks  to  all  our  fans  and  family  and  local 
businesses for believing in us and supporting us!!  

With  your  future  being  my  final  topic,  sum  up  in  3 
words  where  POOR MANS  FAME  is  heading  in  the 
future?   
To the moon!
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KINGS  OF  SELF-DESTRUCTION  was  just  re-released 
following some truly favorable responses. After all of 
this time, what are your thoughts on the album?
We've worked really hard on this album over the course 
of several years. and it's taken awhile for us to get happy 
with  the presentation of  the whole thing.  Some of  the 
songs were re-written while we were in the studio. We're 
really proud of the CD.  It's a great introduction to what 
we are all about and we consciously tried to make it as 
varied as possible and try to grab as many sides of the 
rock audience as possible. There are rockers on there 
and there is heavier stuff and there are ballads. There 
are also some fun party songs and songs that are more 
serious.  The  response  to  it  has  been  really  good  but 
we're hoping to have something new out early next year. 
We've written a lot of songs and now it's just a matter of 
whipping  the  songs  into  shape.  I  think  that  will  be  an 
easier process. For this current album we went through 
a lot  of  growing pains with the writing and the editing 
process.

Who all worked with you behind the mixing board for 
this album?
It  was strictly  STEVE RILEY.  He was our engineer  and 
that is not the LA GUNS drummer by the way. He has a 
studio  called  SMASH  HITS  here  in  Huntington  West 

Virginia and he's incredible. He does great work. He pretty 
much did most of the mixing. There was a little bit of mixing 
and mastering that our guitar player SHANE did once we 
got eh masters done and our radio promotion people were 
happy with it.

Right now you guys have this music video for the single 
DEAD ROCK STAR. Who all did you guys work with for 
this video?
KEITH  WILLIAMS  has  a  production  company  called 
HILLJACK  FILMS  out  of  Columbus  Ohio  and  he  was 
assisted on that by a guy named JOHN PAYNE of JOHN 
PAYNE PRODUCTIONS.They've done some stuff with some 
BOBAFLEX  videos  and  maybe  one  or  two  of  DEVIL  BY 
DESIGN's  videos.  The  video  was  really  interesting.  We 
definitely had our issues finding people that were able to 
get it done. We had a lot of people telling us that they could 
do a video for us but when it came time to actually deliver 
that was where a lot of people fell short. We were really 
lucky.   We  ran  into  KEITH  WILLIAMS  when  we  were 
opening for KILL DEVIL HILL and he said that we would love 
to  do a  video  for  us  and we just  assumed that  he was 
another one of these guys but we kept in contact with him 
and started to plan for it. We shot the video in July in one 
day. It was an eight hour shoot. The thing about the video is 
that most of our location and extras completely flaked out 
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on us the night before the video. So we got these guys 
coming  down  from  Columbus  at  ten  o  'clock  in  the 
morning and we were like "Where are we going to hoot 
this thing?" So we ended up shooting at our rehearsal 
studio in SHANE's house. He has a big house thankfully 
with lots of rooms and lots of areas. Watching the video 
you would never think that it was shot in eight hours and 
we had very limited time with some of the talent. They 
were there for a like a few hours and then they had to go 
to work. so we hurried to get this shot and that shot in. 
Our original script was just tossed out the window and 
just went on the fly.  We kind of knew some of the things 
we were going to do but we didn't know exactly how we 
were going to shoot it until it came time to actually do it. 
It  was  amazing  that  it  came  together  the  way  it  did 
During  the  editing  process  KEITH  would  send  us  the 
roughs  and  we  thought  they  looked  incredible.  We're 
very  happy  with  the  video  and  we  can't  wait  to  shoot 
another one.

What  inspired  the  title  KINGS  OF  SELF 
DESTRUCTION?
We had the song first.  This goes back to about 2008 or 
2009. Prior to that we had been trying to do this record 
and  were  going to  go  in  the studio  with  a  producer  - 
different from who we are working with now and it kind of 
destroyed  the  band.  He  kind  of  played  with  certain 
members'  heads  and  got  people  thinking  that  the 
problem was either this or that. The band broke up for 
about  four or  five months and during that  time we all 
started talking again and we realized that we weren't the 
problem  the outside guy was. We decided to regroup 
and get everything rolling again and go into the studio 
ourselves in 2009 and fix what we needed to fix and not 
let  someone come between the communication of  the 
band. We survived our own self destruction but at that 
time  we  were  also  partying  a  lot.   There  is  a  bar  in 
Huntington that was sort of our house bar. We played 
there all the time and they kind of catered to us so much 
so that if all the bars were closed we would call  up the 
owner and have them open the bar for us.  We were all 
indulging around that time so the title is kind of tongue in 
cheek in that respect.

Talk about the line up and what it is you think each 
member  brings  to  the  table  that  makes  this  thing 
work?
We've had the same line up since Fall of 2006. Back in 
the nineties there was a band called SICKWORLD that 
the drummer CHRIS WEBB and I were in and we used to 
play shows with a band called DAY PARADE which our 
current guitar player SHANE DAY was in. We did a lot of 
shows together and at one point we even rehearsed at 

the same place.  The core  of the band has known each 
other for about twenty years or so. As far as what each 
member brings to the table CHRIS WEBB our drummer is 
a fantastic world class drummer. He also plays guitar and 
writes  songs  and  about  85%  of  our  lyrics.  I  think  that 
CHRIS knows me as a person very well  and a s a stage 
performer so he knows how I'm gonna deliver something. 
SHANE DAY our guitar player and he writes a lot of the 
music. We practice at his house and he's bought quite a 
bit of the equipment over the years and he's made sure 
that we've have a vehicle to travel in. He is the nuts and 
bolts behind the scenes guy that makes the whole thing 
work. He and CHRIS really have a great writing chemistry 
One of them can start a part and the other can jump right 
in and know where the next part should go. JP our bass 
player has been with us since 2006 and  is kind of the new 
guy but not really. His writing has really come a long way in 
the last few years. He is a fantastic bass player and a great 
back up vocalist and can really nail the harmonies with me 
and has a lot of energy onstage. I would like to think that 
I'm a good rock vocalist and I know that I can command a 
stage and have an ability to put on a show even when there 
is  just a few people n in the audience.  If  it  is  just a few 
people I'll treat it like it's a whole arena . All of my heroes 
took that approach. You always give people their money's 
worth. You always put on a great show.

You've touched on the songwriting process a little  bit 
but what else goes into putting a song together within 
this band?
As  far  as  the  musical  ideas  go  they  can  come  from 
anywhere from any one or two members of the band. It's 
really varied. Sometimes CHRIS will come in and he'll have 
a complete song. Other times it  might just be a riff  and 
everybody comes in and jams on their parts. Sometimes I''ll 
have a guitar riff and others will come in and finish it off. It's 
really varied. There is no one person driving the ship.

What songs off of KINGS OF DESTRUCTION stand out 
for you the most and why?
I  think there is a core of that album that we play live at 
every show. We play the title track. We play STONE COLD 
BITCH and BLACK FRIDAY.  We've certainly  been playing 
DEAD ROCK STAR since the video came out. At first that 
song had a lot of production in it that wasn't coming across 
in a  live show. But we've taken this sequence track from 
that song and put it on an i-pod and use that track to make 
the live performance sound more like the recording. As far 
as other stuff on the record  there are some other songs 
on  the  record  that  stand  out.  I  think  VALENTINE  is  an 
emotional moment on the album and that's because it has 
a universal theme which is loss and everyone can relate to 
losing  someone in  their  life.  I  also  like  the  way  that  the 
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orchestration came out on LEAVING LOS ANGELES as 
well in retrospect the track is a little long but it's got that 
epic  NOVEMBER RAIN-ish  type feel.  It's  also got  a big 
BON JOVI ending . You can't go wrong with that. You can 
the lighters an the cell  phone lights  swaying back and 
forth on that one I also really like LOVE IS DEAD because 
I think STACY LAWSON  did a fantastic job delivering her 
part  on that.   Originally  that song was not  a duet  but 
CHRIS  and I were having a conversation and I don't know 
exactly how it came up but we figured what if this song 
was like one of those old seventies songs like GEORGE 
JONES and TAMMY WYNNETTE used to sing.  In sons 
like that it almost seemed as if you had this couple that 
was arguing and trying to cut each other down and that 
kind lent itself tot eh meaning behind that song which is 
about  dragging  a  relationship  on  long  after  it's  peak 
years. The album is really diverse and it's got something 
for everybody.
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Tell us about this new single that you've just released.
It's  called AIN'T NOBODY'S BUSINESS and basically  it's 
brutally sarcastic assault on popular culture whether it 
be entertainment,  religion, the pharmaceutical  industry 
or  any  of  that  that.  All  of  these  conventions  that  we 
sweep under the rug the chorus goes and we march 
along single file and play the game. It's pretty much just 
one of the most fightingly offensive works that I've ever 
crafted and it's meant to be be so. I'm really, really, really 
tired of the status quo dictating to me what is good and 
what is bad because it's not good. People's complacency 
is  the  most  detrimental  thing  to  American  and global 
society  that  has  ever  occurred.  It's  us  destroying 
ourselves. Yeah sure you've got these evil people ruling 
the world but we keep going to work don't we?  We pay 
them to do so. We pay them. On top of what they steal 
form us and I for one would rather be dragged out into 
the street  and shot for it  than be another number.   I 
can't  do  it  anymore.   It's  not  that  I  want  to  lead  this 
charge against  everything  that's  wrong.  I  just  can't  be 

quiet anymore. I've tried it and I've tried to let my artistic 
merit speak for me pretty much nobody gave a  shit so 
now it's time to hurt some feelings an hopefully have some 
affect for the positive if I can.

What do you mean when you say that no one gave a shit 
for your work?
Oh dude! I've been doing this for like seven years and I will 
just go ahead and say that I've always been a little better 
than your average artist out there at least.  Most people 
who rap don't read and I don't know how you can presume 
to speak to the maximum number of  people if  you don't 
know anything and have nothing to say and no template for 
how to express yourself  effectively.  In a song that I  have 
coming out  on another album I  tell  kids that  before you 
ever learn to rap learn to read and I believe in that.

Rap is all about playing with language, so reading is the 
first thing that you should do to see how words work.
I agree. That's the shocking part for me. Dumb is cool and 
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smart  is  bad.  It's  not  even  that  smart  is  under 
appreciated.  You've got this whole atmosphere of  anti-
intellectualism pervasive in all of popular culture. It's not 
just rap music. Smart is dumb and lame and you don't 
want  to  be  that  because  then  you're  unpopular  and 
everybody knows that being well liked by everyone is the 
most  important  thing  in  the  universe  in  our  celebrity 
obsessed culture and I don't agree with that. I don't think 
that that is the most important thing and I'd rather be a 
problem than a non factor any day of the week.

And you say you've been doing this for seven years. 
How did all of this get started for you?
Rap was something that I  got  into on my own.   I  just 
made  sure  that  no  one  could  ever  hear  because  I 
thought that no one would ever take me seriously and I 
was playing guitar in a  band with my brother an almost 
as a joke I did performance of some lyrics that I wrote. I 
did a rap song and people cheered so much louder than 
they ever did for my guitar playing. From there I pretty 
much never looked back. I broke up with my girlfriend and 
dropped  out  of  college  not  very  long  after.  I  had  just 
found what I wanted to do with the rest of my life. Things 
got really  bad when I  was in a group with a guy from 
Spain and he got deported and then I was crashing on 
who  evers  couch  and  getting  these  deli  express 
sandwiches out of the dumpster and cooking them over 
an open flame in my friends backyard because I  didn't 
have a backyard.  My friend from Sioux City  had heard 
that I was doing really badly and he called me up one day 
and said "Look man! I heard that the dude got deported 
and all that. If you want, you can come down to Sioux City. 
I've got you a place and a job and studio time and shows 
and there are a lot of other people down here who can 
help you along.” His exact words at the end of all of that 
was "Stop fucking around and come be a rapper!" So I 
looked down at my dumpster sandwich cooking over an 
open flame and I said "You know what man? Okay! I will 
do that!" So I went to Sioux City.  I've lost count of how 
many shows I've played and have been largely stepped on 
for  most  of  my  career.  Anyone  who  hears  my  music 
says. "Hey that's good!" It's just that for the most part 
what  I  do  is  not  something  that  is  popular  to  push 
forward or at least it wasn't.  Hip hop is coming around 
again where everybody is trying to be good at rapping 
and I'm really happy with that. I'm content to be the guy 
that  says  "Yeah,  well  I  was  that  the whole  time."  The 
whole entire time I was trying to be good at rapping so 
this is not the time for snake oil salesman to step up and 
go "See,  I'm lyrical  now!" Whatever that means! That's 
the word that they are always throwing around.  Now is 
not  the  time  for  charlatans  to  claim  the  status  of 
realness after they pulled that whack bullshit as hard as 

they could for years for their own profit. I refuse.  I won't let 
it happen.

Explain the creative process for you.
It's different for every song. Generally I will find a beat that I 
enjoy and think that I can write to really well and I'll  hash 
out the concept from there and develop it from the beat 
up. Other times I'll have the concept first and then search 
for the perfect beat that fits with that. Other times I will 
have a whole bunch of lyrics that pour out of me because 
of caffeine and nicotine or whatever and I'll  kind of paste 
them together and work them into a unifying concept. It's 
really  different  with  every  song.  I  don't  have  a  concrete 
process.  Anytime  there  is  a  collaboration  we  write  our 
verses  and make a song right  then which  is   the  most 
spontaneous  kind  of  writing  there  is.  It's  not  freestyling 
despite what you hear on BET. Saying your written verse 
with no beat or someone else's bet is not  a freestyle It's 
not a freestyle unless you are making it up right then.

The first track of yours that stood out for me is BETTER 
THAN A MIRACLE. Talk about that one.
Oh yeah. That was an interesting time in my life.   I  was 
staying at my grandma’s house where she used to live and 
I was out there mostly by myself. I had visits from friends 
and when into town to skateboard here and there but for 
the most part I  was out there in the country away from 
everybody  and  had  very  little  food  and  a  shit  ton  of 
cigarettes.  I  already  had  this  twenty  four  minute 
instrumental mix that I was planning to write to. With little 
to  no  interference  from anybody  outside  of  me  or  little 
regard for how everyone else would feel about it. I poured 
my  heart  and  soul  onto  wax  or  digital  wax  as  it  were. 
Creating  that  work  really  opened  me  up  to  whatever  I 
wanted. Personally I feel like I've satisfied the artistic part of 
myself - the part that just needed to say something. I did 
that. I'm really happy with how it turned out so now I can 
start  to create works that  are more compelling to your 
average listener and not feel like I'm selling myself short or 
being a liar.  Aside from all  of  that  it  changed the way I 
write. When you have a twenty four minute mix to do your 
thing you can really get loose. It's not like being limited to 
16 bars.   That goes out the window. I  guess it  was me 
losing my sense of everything outside of making music. It 
took me two or three months of absolutely devoted work 
and a whole shit ton of caffeine.  Copious amounts of it.

I don't know how should ask this. I've interviewed other 
hip hop artists,  but you stand out;  you don't  seem as 
burdened  by  wanting  to  be  "correct."  Am  I  making 
sense?
You mean like politically correct?
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Yes.
Let me tell  you something.  As much as I  am a Lakota 
man and am proud of  my culture and where I'm from 
those are  my  people  and  I'll  always  love  them.  At  the 
same time, if you're stuck within the bounds of a culture 
you'll never be free. I can love a culture all I want without 
ever letting it make my decisions for me about how I feel 
and I refuse to. I won't. If anyone has a problem with that 
frankly I'm an easy guy to find.  You know? So go ahead. 
Be mad. I kind of hope that you're mad. You can't ignore 
things that you're mad at.

In the end, what would you like people to come away 
with after hearing your music? What would you like for 
them to come away thinking and feeling?
I would like them to hear my music and say "Wow! This 
guys seriously doesn't care if who he actually is and the 
way  he  actually  feels  is  okay!  He  doesn't  care  about 
anybody's approval because it's already there. It already 
exists and he's not trying to hide it!” I guess most of all I 
would like people  to  say  it  really  is  possible  to  just  be 
exactly who I am and say exactly how I feel  because at 
the  end  of  the  day  no  matter  where  I  come form or 
who's my family  or what is  my lot  in life.  I'm a human 
being from planet Earth. You can be a part of something 
that you feel is greater than yourself but at the end of the 
day  what  do  you  have  but  yourself.  Maybe  I'd  like  for 
people to feel like they have permission to do what's in 
their hearts.
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BONZ

We were putting together a special issue for February 
2013  called  LET  ME  HEAR  YOU  SHOUT!!  BLACK 
ARTISTS  AND  ENTREPRENEURS  IN  ROCK!!!  and  with 
very little time or resources to assist in putting the thing 
together we sent out blasts where we could and one of 
the people that hit us back was the band BONZ. As the 
editor, I had always wanted to do an issue where black 
rock artists were celebrated. While the issue didn't give 
us the numbers that we would've liked it was still a pretty 
bad ass edition containing profiles on many fine artists. 
Some of them have even found their way onto this list. 
Guitarist  CURT TAYLOR and front man BONZ(formerly 
the  front  man  for  STUCK  MOJO)  form  the  creative 
nucleus  of this new project and when I spoke to both of 
them they were on the verge of releasing their debut EP 
and beginning a cycle of touring but when speaking with 
BONZ  it  was  clear  the  acrimony  over  his  firing  from 
STUCK MOJO was still quite tangible. Despite pain from 
the  past  the  hard  hitting  tracks  from their  2013  EP 
(which  were  heard  for  the  first  time  here  at 
ROCKWIRED)  had every  bit  of  the  piss and vinegar of 
BONZ  former  band  and  then  some.  As  the  year 
progressed that band would also earn other accolades 
such as CURT TAYLOR being named as ROCKWIRED's 
25 GUITARISTS THAT YOU'VE GOT TO HEAR. Personally I 
would love the chance to catch up with these guys again. 

THE VENETIAN

In the age of LADY GAGA it is imperative for pop music to 
have a look but that imperative has been lost on the rock 
crowd. In a recent issue ROCKWIRD MAGAZINE pointed 
out the uniformity of rock n roll of late but one artist that 
we featured in our May 2013 issue managed to capture 
our  eyes,  ears  and  imagination.  Simply  known  as  THE 
VENETIAN, this export from Venice Italy made his presence 
known with clown make up, a jester's costume and guitar 
and a sense of theatricality that we haven't heard or seen 
since the likes of ZIGGY STARDUST – era DAVID BOWIE or 
QUEEN. It has been brought to our understanding that THE 
VENETIAN has now has a brand new release and we are all 
too excited to see what this mysterious performer has to 
bring to the table the next time around. 
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WHITE SHAG

Coincidence has the power to make you a believer. And 
thanks  to  LAURA  MENDOZA  of  WHITE  SHAG, 
ROCKWIRED  believes.  You  see  one  night  we  were 
working on a special issue for April 2013 called A FEW 
GOOD  WOMEN  –  ROCKWIRED  GIVES  IT  UP  FOR 
WOMEN WHO ROCK and after two bands that we were 
eager to profile had flaked the issue was starting to look 
paltry. While fuming over the lack of content I checked 
my  email  and  got  a  message  from  bassist  and  front 
woman LAURA MENDOZA  requesting air time for her 
band and their brand new self-titled EP. Needless to say I 
called  her  up  right  then  and  there  and  we  got  eh 
interview squared away. ROCKWIRED has always had a 
thing for strong female fronted bands and WHITE SHAG 
gave that to us in abundance with a heavy fucking sound 
that  combined  the  likes  of  LED  ZEPPELIN  and  SUZI 
QUATRO.  They  were just  one of  the many  bands that 
came to us from the  Motor City this year and they are 
one of three to make onto the year end list. 

BLACK OWL SOCIETY

Being  an  American  Indian-owned  publication  you  the 
reader can expect to read and hear about some pretty 
exciting sounds coming out of Indian Country whether it 

be from the U.S. Or Canada. The former bass player for 
the legendary rez rock band INDIGENOUS, BUFALO MAN 
has  extended  his  dexterity  toward  the  six  string  and 
launched a solo project called BLACK OWL SOCIETY  which 
boasts the a raw R.L. BURNSIDE styled blues stomp and a 
howl that don't sound too dissimilar from CHRIS CORNELL. 
In  profiling  BLACK OWL SOCIETY the family  drama that 
tore the band INDIGENOUS asunder made for a fascinating 
conversation but this new music isn't about getting lost in 
the past. The new music is about letting people know what 
the hell is going on in Indian Country.

PSYCHOTHERMIA

We  do  whatever  we  can  at  ROCKWIRED  to  follow  the 
bands that we have featured and it's always exciting to see 
the bands evolve form one thing to another. When we first 
profiled  PSYCHOTHERMIA  on  our  fledgling  podcast 
ROCKWIRED RADIO  PROFILES  back  in  2010 they  were 
known as CANNOBLIS and they were hitting the road hard 
in support of their album PSYCHOTHERMIA. Now the band 
is hitting the  road even harder but because of legal issues 
brought on by an ex-guitarist  the band is now known as 
PSYCHOTHERMIA  and  in  2013  they  became  a 
ROCKWIRED ARTIST OF THE MONTH on the strength of 
their  album FALL TO THE RISING SUN.  The rock n roll 
dream is one of the hardest things to attain but you get a 
sense form these guys that they are here for the love of 
the music and being on the road and all of the hi-jinx that 
goes with it. 
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DONNA DESTRI

A lovely lady with an even lovelier voice – the new waver 
turned  electronics  siren  DONNA  DESTRI  made 
ROCKWIRED  history  in  2013  by  becoming  the  first 
female artist to become ROCKWIRED.COM's ARTIST OF 
THE  MONTH  twice.  The  second  was  due  to  her  and 
producer STEVEN JONES' contribution to electronic duo 
COSTUME's  song  SUGAR  ME  off  of  the  EP  EMPIRE 
STATE  NEON.  For  years  she  was  known  for  her 
background  vocal  contributions  to  the  band  BLONDIE 
(her brother JIMMY DESTRI was the bands keyboardist 
and founding member) and for her cult hit rendition of 
the  BOWIE  classic  REBEL  REBEL,  DONNA  has  finally 
found  her  musical  and  sonic  niche  which  has  already 
yielded tremendous success on dance floors Stateside 
and in the U.K. 

SURRENDER THE FALL

Rock n roll is full of stories of adversity but it is certainly 
at a deficit of stories of bands that totally have their shit 
together.  Formed  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  the  band 
SURRENDER THE FALL is comprised of members who 
have suffered setbacks all the way form dashed football 
careers up to devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina. 

Rather than get  lost  in  a whole bunch of  boozing these 
guys came together and made rock n roll  their vocation 
and their tenacity paid off with the release of their album 
BURNING IN THE SPOTLIGHT.  Later in the year, the bands 
guitarists EDDIE TYRE and ANTHONY PITTS were named 
as  two  of  ROCKWIRED  MAGAZINE's  25  GUITARISTS 
YOU'VE GOTTA HEAR!!!

ANOXIA

Fronted by powerhouse vocalist CHRYSTAL JORDAN the 
Baltimore-based band ANOXIA have electrified audiences 
with their raucous live shows in the hometown and up and 
down the east coast. In 2013 they captured that devil-may-
care  recklessness  on  their  self-titled  debut  EP.  In  April 
2013 they were a stand out feature in our special edition 
A FEW GOOD WOMEN and CHRYSTAL's  powerful  voice 
definitely  made  an  impression  with  the  single  BLAME 
YOURSELF  -  one  of  the  years  most  memorable 
performances.  There  just  aren't  enough  female  artists 
making great  rock  n  roll  anymore  but  ANOXIA gives  us 
hope that maybe there are more in the wings. 
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STANDING PENANCE

A heavy  metal  band  from Barbados  sounds  about  as 
likely  as  a  Jamaican  bobsled  team  but  both  of  these 
things exist and while there is no feel good movie made 
about the former it is only a matter of time before the 
heavy metal  thunder of STANDING PENANCE makes a 
serious in Stateside rock radio and public consciousness. 
The band was one of the highlights in our LET ME HEAR 
YOU SHOUT issue in February 2013 not just for their 
music but  for the simple fact  that  rock n roll  really  is 
frowned up in Bajan society yet this no-nonsense band is 
sticking their middle finger up at such conventions and 
being the music makers that they wish to be. You don't 
get much more rock n roll than that. 

SCATTER THEIR OWN

There  was  a  great  deal  of  music  making  from  Sioux 
Country this past year and one of the more dynamic acts 

was  SCATTER  THEIR  OWN.  Fronted  by  guitarist  and 
vocalist  SCOTTI  CLIFFORD  and  his  wife  and  bassist 
JULIANA,  SCATTER  THEIR  OWN  stood  apart  with  a 
straight  ahead  rock  n  roll  approach  complete  with 
STONES-y  guitar  riffs  and  lyrics  that  make  the  human 
condition seem like something that you don't wish to turn 
away from. Featured in our ABORIGINAL SOUNDS issue in 
August 2013, the interview was conducted with SCOTTI as 
the band was touring and working on recording the follow 
up  to  their  debut  EP  TASTE  THE  TIME.  In  the  interview 
SCOTTI stated that their EP was merely a demo. If that was 
the  case,  their  fully  realized  album will  be  something  to 
listen to and get lost in.

ELLEN FOLEY

The New York rock scene in the late seventies was truly a 
rock  n  roll  renaissance.  Back  in  1979  ELLEN  FOLEY 
released her debut album NIGHT OUT the same time that 
other  rock  legend  PAT  BENATAR  released  her  debut 
album IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT and while BENATAR 
ended  up  becoming  the  artist  that  everyone  would 
remember, ELLEN's powerhouse vocals and collaborations 
with  producers  MICK  RONSON  and  IAN  HUNTER  were 
nothing  to  cast  aside.   Two  more  albums followed  until 
ELLEN switched gears from rocker to actress of stage TV 
and film. Thirty years after the release of her last album, 
FOLEY returned in 2013 with the release of her aptly titled 
album  ABOUT  TIME  where  the  rock  siren  embraces  a 
rootsier approach to music without sacrificing the spunk 
that  made  her  a  one-of-a-kind  belter.   Thirty  years  was 
simply  too  damn  long  to  wait  but  the  wait  was  most 
certainly worth it. 
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CHROME MOLLIE

Detroit Rock City figured big in our coverage in the year 
2013.  One of the bands that came ROCKWIRED's way 
from the  motor  city  was CHROME MOLLIE.  In  an  age 
where MUMFORD AND SONS and their ilk are garnering 
questionable  airplay  on  rock  stations  it  was  a  fine 
surprise to see a band like CHROME MOLLIE partying like 
it was 1989. It may sound like we are downplaying the 
band by equating them to some nostalgia act but that 
simply  isn't  the case.  All  this band does is  remind you 
that rock n roll can be pure unadulterated fun without all 
the  heavy  subject  matter  and  pop  psychological 
heartbreak to weigh down the proceedings. 

KAMARA THOMAS

We had nothing but all  out rock n roll  dominating our 
February 2013 issue celebrating Black rock artists but 
we  found  the  time  turn  the  amps  down  to  ten  and 

profiled KAMARA THOMAS of THE GHOST GAMBLERS on 
the  strength  of  her  warm,  reedy  contralto  and  her 
haunting alt-country sound. Her inclusion in that issue was 
one of  those last minute additions that saved our necks 
and gave us one hell  of  an issue.  The band's EP EARTH 
HERO was an endeavor almost ten years in the making. 
We can only hope that we won't have to wait as long for 
what are sure is going to be an equally mesmerizing follow 
up.

STARDOG CHAMPION

2013 was definitely a year for comebacks, reunions and 
reformations and STARDOG CHAMPION was proof of the 
later. Rock n roll's durability is an evolutionary process and 
with a band like STARDOG CHAMPION we are seeing that 
 evolutionary  process  play  itself  out.   You  see,  guitarist 
AARON FINK and bassist MARK JAMES   were members 
of the band BREAKING BENJAMIN. Following the breakup 
of BREAKING BENJAMIN they joined forces with vocalist 
NICK  COYLE   (whom they  had  worked  with  in  the  band 
LIFER and formerly of  THE DRAMA CLUB) and  a creative 
spark was reignited.   The band picked up drummer JOSH 
KARIS and nicked themselves STARDOG CHAMPION (after 
the MOTHER LOVE BONE   track we assume). With some 
assist  from  producer  NEAL   AVRON  (SWITCHFOOT, 
 EVERCLEAR,   LINKIN  PARK)  the  band  has  issued  their 
debut  EP  EXHALE  -  a  sturdy  and  mature  set  of  songs 
designed to stand out amongst the current rock crowd.  
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ANIMAL TEEF

Yeah, hip hop has come a long way in over thirty years 
but still the most engaging artists of the form were the 
ones who called people out on shit and whether it be the 
system or fakers or haters.  In recent years the genre 
has  been  a   vehicle  for  being  an  obnoxious  fucking 
braggart but the thing is rapper ANIMAL TEEF is the only 
one that’s got anything to brag about and it isn’t about a 
bunch of sparkly shit his teeth and bling. What he’s got 
that most don’t have is a love of language and he uses it 
brilliantly  to  point  out  the  emptiness  of  a  society  that 
celebrates stupidity.   When I spoke with ANIMAL TEEF 
for  our  podcast  ABORIGINAL  SOUNDS,  he  was  a 
refreshing change from the other American Indian hip 
artists  that  we’ve  profiled.  There  is  a  political 
correctness  that  informs  a  lot  of  the  hip  hop  artists 
coming out  of  Indian Country  and TEEF has eschewed 
that p.c. bullshit for honesty. “ As much as I am a Lakota 
man and am proud of  my culture and where I'm from 
those are  my  people  and  I'll  always  love  them.  At  the 
same time, if you're stuck within the bounds of a culture 
you'll never be free. I can love a culture all I want without 
ever letting it make my decisions for me about how I feel 
and I refuse to. I won't. If anyone has a problem with that 
frankly I'm an easy guy to find.  You know? So go ahead. 
Be mad. I kind of hope that you're mad. You can't ignore 
things that you're mad at.”

SIRSY

The  two  member  rock  band  model  truly  came  to  the 
forefront in the early part of last decade when THE WHITE 
STRIPES  showed  you  what  was  possible  with  just  a 
drummer and a guitar player. SIRSY is another duo with 
the  same  sort  of   creative  abandon  as  THE  WHITE 
STRIPES but  in  SIRSY's  case (especially  with  their  latest 
release  COMING  INTO  FRAME)  drummer  and  vocalist 
MELANIE KRAHMER and guitarist RICK LIBUTTI  arm their 
primal  compositions  with  some rather  delectable  hooks. 
and  lyrics  so  clever  and  witty  that  the  darkness  of 
introspection  of  KRAHMER's  prose  may  get  lost  in  the 
proceedings.  The standout tracks such as CANNONBALL, 
KILLER and RED LETTER DAYS are further proof  of  the 
duos ability  to turn dark subject  matter into a stomping 
good  time  with  KRAHMER's  sassy  and  almost  soulful 
delivery  adding  to  the  buoyancy  of  this  infectious 
production brought to you by  PAUL KOLDERIE and SEAN 
SLADE.

DECEMBER  2013 – ROCKWiRED.COM                      PAGE 38 



ROCKWiRED MAGAZiNE – 2013  EDiTOR'S CHOiCE 

MONGREL

ELVIS COSTELLO always said that you've got your whole 
life to get ready for your first album and six months to 
get ready  for your second one. The first few years of the 
Boston-based punk band MONGREL were punctuated by 
constant lineup changes and  re-recordings of the songs 
that  would  eventually  from  the  basis  for  their  album 
RECLAMATION. It's small wonder that founding member 
and   guitarist  ADAM  SAVAGE  refers   to  the  bands 
punchy   collections  of  songs  as  his  CHINESE 
DEMOCRACY. But unlike that eagerly awaited (or was it 
mocked?)  GUNS  AND  ROSES  opus,  RECLAMATION  is 
actually good. Damn good if we do say so ourselves.  The 
band's metal-edged punk sensibility rages and roars like 
nothing  else  out  there  at  the  moment   thanks  to 
SAVAGE's  merciless  six-string  assault  and  lead  singer 
JESSICA  SIERRA's  pyrotechnic  howl  on  such  raucous 
numbers like BORED TO DEATH, ZOMBIES FO WAR and 
the venomous C AND A HALF.  

BABY ANIMALS

Now that Rock n Roll has been around for sixty plus years 
we have learned that all  good things do make their  way 
around  again  and  this  time  ROCKWIRED  couldn't  be 
happier to announce the return of Australia's most rockin' 
export since AC/DC. Back in 1991, THE BABY ANIMALS 
fronted  by  guitarist  and  vocalist  SUZE  DEMARCHI 
managed to generate some buzz on MTV for their single 
PAINLESS  just  a  couple  of  weeks  before  NIRVANA's 
NEVERMIND  came  along   and  changed  the  rock  n  roll 
landscape  from  bravado-filled  and  celebratory  into  a 
decade long mope fest. It's too bad that because of that 
whole Seattle  nonsense that  THE BABY ANIMALS didn't 
get the fame Stateside  that they deserved (but enjoyed 
everywhere  else)  especially  with  such  punchy  MIKE 
CHAPMAN  produced  AOR  material  as  RUSH   YOU, 
PAINLESS,  ONE WORD and ONE TOO MANY.  American 
radio could've used another no non-sense rock chick like 
DEMARCHI  with  her  supermodel  looks  and   lethal 
contralto.  The next two decades to follow were marked by 
a disappointing follow up,  a solo album and - years after 
that  -  an  acoustic  album.  Now DEMARCHI  and  guitarist 
DAVE LESLIE  are back as BABY ANIMALS and  with their 
proverbial  balls-to-the-wall   they  have  released   their 
optimistically titled LP THIS IS NO THE END - an album that 
simply crackles with the same raucous energy that  made 
them the "it" band in the wee hours before grunge. Let's 
just  hope  that  the  title  of  this  new  collection  of  songs 
means that we won't have to wait another twenty years for 
the  next  release  form  one  of  rock's  most  underrated 
troubadours.
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STAR OFF MACHINE

The first time that we ever spoke with the members of 
STAR OFF MACHINE it was the night of the Republican 
convention  back  in  2008  and  the  vice-presidential 
nominee SARAH PALIN was about  to  speak.  How the 
world  has  changed!  The  band  had  just  released  their 
debut  CD  BURN  THIS  and  the  start   of  a  promising 
career in rock  had begun. A hell of a lot has happened in 
the past five years. In that time, the Orange County-based 
rockers  were  a  band  on  the  mend  from  personal 
illnesses and a slight lineup change. Now,  the members 
of STAR OFF MACHINE are on solid ground and are the 
verge of releasing their long awaited follow up - the aptly 
titled - WAKE ME UP. Sure the past few years have been 
tough but the band has come out on top with some hard 
hitting tracks that are sure  to  put  rock fans on notice 
that  this all-too-capable act  is here for the long haul.

B OF DAKOTA SOUTH RECORDS

“[I  hope that people are] able to relate to some of it.  I 
can't  necessarily  say  that  about  every  track  because 
each song has a different sound, meaning and purpose. 
Some express my emotions. Some are there to create 

awareness  of  an  issue  and  others  are  for  getting  up, 
dancing and having a good time. No matter who you are or 
whether you like hip hop music or not there is going to be 
at least one song on this album that you are going to love 
on  this  album.”  In  2013,  hip-hop  artist  BRANDIS  B. 
KNUDSEN  (YANKTON  SIOUX)  -  better  known  as  B  OF 
DAKOTA SOUTH RECORDS was one of the highlights of our 
August  2013  issue  ABORIGINAL  SOUNDS.  The  young 
artist  has  his  sights  set  on  music  industry  domination 
much like that other Sioux hip hop artist FRANK WALN. 
After  listening  to  his  ABORIGINAL  PEOPLES  CHOICE 
AWARD-nominated  debut  CD there  ain't  a  doubt  in  our 
minds  that  his  dream  of  industry  accolades  and 
recognition will  be recognized with such strong cuts as I 
MISS YOU, TRUE BLISS and BE THE ONE.

DAVIDICA

ROCKWIRED.COM is pleased to be re-launching the online 
radio series  ABORIGINAL SOUNDS - A CELEBRATION OF 
CONTEMPORARY  AMERICAN  INDIAN   AND  FIRST 
NATIONS MUSIC after a rather lengthy hiatus. Throughout 
Indian Country you've got your traditional music and you got 
your blues music, reggae, hip hop and country but you're 
not hearing a great deal of straight ahead rock n roll and 
your certainly not seeing a huge number of Native women 
representing  the  genre.  Along  comes  a  rocker  by  the 
name  of  DAVIDICA  (Oglala  Sioux)  who  has  turned 
audiences on to her message of hope and survival thanks 
to her electrifying live show. This singer songwriter has us 
waiting anxiously for the release of her forthcoming CD MY 
HEART SPEAKS which is due out  in the fall of 2013. THE 
CD  will  feature  the  stomping  INSIDE  MY  HEAD,   the 
haunting  I  WALK AMONG THE  DEAD and  the  hopeful  I 
CARRY ON.
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STONE SOUL FOUNDATION

In the days before that damned government shutdown, 
the band STONE SOUL FOUNDATION  not only gave us a 
taste of their forthcoming CD with the release of their 
single TAKING BACK THE U.S., they have given a raucous 
little rocker that speaks to the blowout taking place in 
our  Nation’s  Capitol.  But  politics  and  a  government 
shutdown aside, STONE SOUL FOUNDATION are taking 
their  brand of  metal  meets  every  variation  of  modern 
music you can think of on the road and are also in the 
process of writing for a new album due out in 2014.  

HAZARDHEAD

In  an  age  where  good  time  rock  n  roll  has  been 
abandoned for all of that buttoned up Americana crap, 
HAZARD HEAD gave us at ROCKWIRED hope in 2013 
for a world where rock n roll can be dirty, filthy and fun 
again. Taking their cue from the likes of MOTLEY CRUE 
and just about every balls-to-the-wall metal band from the 
past  thirty  years,  HAZARD HEAD’s E.P.  is  garage rock 
made  for  the  stadium  and  highlighted  by  KYLE 
MIKOLAJCZYKS recklessness with the Les Paul, STEVE 

VEE  HAZARDS  handiwork  with  the  bass,  TAYLOR 
GREENSHIELDS’  thunderous  percussion  and  the 
contributions of their new lead singer BRETT BLACKER. 

TODD WOLFE BAND

Blues rock troubadour TODD WOLFE has cut his teeth as a 
reliable  session  man  but  it  was  his  work  with  SHERYL 
CROW  that  put  him on the map.  Having known CROW 
since her days of singing back up for MICHAEL JACKSON, 
WOLFE became an  instrumental part of  TUESDAY NIGHT 
MUSIC CLUB - CROW's GRAMMY-winning debut  as well as 
one some of her following releases. WOLFE was also an 
electrifying  presence  on  CROWE's  worldwide  tours  but 
these days he is taking that charismatic stage presence 
and musicality center stage for his latest outfit THE TODD 
WOLFE  BAND.  The  band's  latest  release  MILES  TO  GO 
gives  listeners  a  taste  of  WOLFE's  tight  arrangements, 
electrifying chops as well as the chops of his partners in 
crime  ROGER  VOSS  (drums)  and  JUSTINE  GARDNER 
(bass). Evidently the album MILES TO GO is proof that that 
the TODD WOLFE BAND has indeed arrived.
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MADLIFE

Some music is way too big for just a mere EP but there 
is  nothing  mere  about  21rst  CENTURY 
MEGOLAMANIAC - the latest release from the industrial 
metal band MADLIFE.  KYLE CUNNINGHAM (drums) and 
CARLOS PAGAN (bass) make up the thunderous rhythm 
section. While ISAIAH STUART 's blistering guitar work 
kicks  the  material  into  fifth  gear  it  is  vocalist  ANGRY 
PHILL  who kicks this shit into the stratosphere with his 
venomous wail   as evidenced on the tracks JUST ONE 
GUN, TO LIVE AND DIE IN HOLLYWOOD and STILL ALIVE.
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This is a fantastic CD! WAITING TO BURN is a great 
listen and now that it's out there for people to get a 
listen to how do you feel about the finished work?
I personally love it! I think that it represents a really big 
journey for me.  Our first CD that we ever put out was 
made up of pretty much everything that we had written 
up to that point so this next CD WAITING TO BURN was 
more cultivated. We cut a lot of songs and we really fine 
tuned the songs that wound up being on the album. We 
had just moved to Nashville from California so a lot of it 
represents  that  and  growing  and  stepping  out  of  our 
comfort zone. It's a symbol of that whole move and the 
fear and excitement and all of the emotions that came 
with it.

Explain the move from California to Nashville. Was it 
easier to make in roads in Nashville?
We lived  in  a  little  city  called  Chico.   It  is  definitely  a 
musical  hub.  There  are  a  lot  of  incredible  artists  out 
there. We met some amazing people. I had lived there 
my whole life. A friend of ours who was drumming for us 
at  the time had moved out  to  Nashville  and saw that 

there was this rock scene emerging in Nashville. He really 
liked the vibe out here and he told my husband and I how 
amazing the place was.  Financially  it  was comparable to 
where we were living.  If  you  got  o  LA or  New York  you 
might not be able to cut it financially. Financially it was a 
good idea and musically the scene is changing.  There is 
definitely  more rock happening than country  and we like 
the  idea  of  being  unique  and  being  a  part  of  that  rock 
movement. It wound up being a great transition for us.

With the EP out there for people to listen to have there 
been any reactions to it that have surprised you or that 
you didn't expect?
Yeah.  We're  always  surprised  that  people  respond  so 
emotionally  to  the track  YOU NEED ME.  That  song is  a 
favorite for a lot of people and for us that song means a lot 
but it's different from a lot of the other stuff that we write. 
It's definitely more of a retro sound so we were shocked by 
how much people like that song and we are happy that they 
do.  So that  has been the biggest  surprise  -  that  people 
have  responded  to  the   retro  aspect  of  that  track  as 
opposed to out more current pop rock sound. 
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And talk about the genesis of this band. How did this 
all get started?
Well  I  was singing in  a cover band in Chico but I  had 
always wanted to be in musical theater and somehow I 
got into this cover band but I started meeting all of these 
musicians through this band and I had realized that this 
city that I had grown up in had this amazing original artist 
community.  That is kind of how it all  started. I met my 
husband  through  the  music  scene  in  Chico.  We  had 
started hanging out and his friends saw me perform and 
we  all  started  talking  one  day  and  we  decided  to  do 
something. We practiced in a basement for about two 
years  and  that  was  pretty  much  how  it  started.  We 
began playing out in Chico and there would be more and 
more people coming out to the shows every time. We 
started to take the whole thing a lot more seriously and 
right before we moved was when we decided to really go 
somewhere with this We were like "Let's go somewhere 
with this! Why shut this dream down?" We decided to 
see what we could make of this whole thing and here we 
are now.

And talk about the rest of the band. Tell me who they 
are and what it is you think each of them brings to the 
table that makes this thing work.
Well  the  core  of  the  band  is  MARCUS  ANDERSON, 
myself and RYAN MAKER. We are the three members of 
the band that have been here from day one. we play with 
different drummers and bass players as different shows 
arise but we are keeping it as the three of us for right 
now.  MARCUS  ANDERSON  plays  lap  steel.  He's  my 
husband so there are a lot of amazing things that I feel 
he contributes. He is really the manager of the band. He 
is so business oriented when it comes to making sure 
that we are constantly having momentum. He books all 
of  the  shows.  He  is  an  English  teacher  with  no 
experience in booking shows but he has taught himself 
completely  from  scratch  how  to  make  these 
connections. When we moved to Nashville he didn't know 
anyone and now people call us for shows because of the 
connections that he has made. People even ask him to 
book  shows.  He  has  done  a  tremendous  job  of 
networking and running the business side of music.  That 
is a lot because us artists never want to deal with that 
sort of thing. You really need someone like that especially 
when you aren't on a label.  You need someone who is 
going to be the dad of the band. He is also an incredible 
musician.  He  writes  great  songs.  He  wrote  LOVE  ME 
ENOUGH on the EP. RYAN is the dreamer of the band. 
He's very whimsical and very optimistic and very creative. 
He  really  could  be  a  producer.  He  does  mixes  of  our 
songs on his computer that sound incredible. His mind is 

always going and I love that about him. We are the core of 
the band and we've been with this thing since day one. 

You've  talked  about  your  fascination  with  musical 
theater  but  in  forming  your  current  musical  identity 
what artists got you going? 
I grew up watching a lot of BARBRA STREISAND  which I 
don't think really comes out in my voice but onstage I love 
her drama and I love how she emotes this dramatic heir. 
She was just a huge influence on me as a child and in junior 
high  I  was  introduced  to  FREDDIE  MERCURY  and  he 
became my number one influence. I  definitely  draw from 
his energy and what he did for music. He is my true hero. 
My musical influence drew from this super musical theater 
background  and  it  evolved  into  this  mix  of  rock  and 
theatricality and that is where I'm at with it  today. He is 
tops for me.

Explain the songwriting process within this band.  How 
do you go about it?
There is really no one set method. A lot of times RYAN or 
MARCUS will have something in their head and they put it 
down on a computer and they'll send it out through email 
and  say  "Hey!  I  have  this  idea.  Send  me  any  ideas  if  it 
reaches out to you." And at that point we either pursue the 
idea or let it go but if we do pursue it  we sit in a room 
together and write it out. Sometimes I'll listen to it over and 
over again and if there is something going on in my life I'll 
write to the music and it definitely gets the ball rolling for 
inspiration. We've written songs in a room for one day and 
we've  also  written  songs  that  have  taken  months  and 
months and months. There really is no rhyme or reason at 
this  point.  It's  not  something  that  we're  really  scientific 
about.  We write when it  matters.  Sometimes we'll  write 
five song  a week and sometimes it takes a lot longer. We 
don't try to force it.  We try to make sure that what we are 
saying musically means something to us. 

With that being said what songs off of the EP stand out 
for you the most and why?
Because there are only five they all represent something 
different.  LONELY WITH ME is the  first  time that we've 
ever written with an outside writer. It was kind of weird for 
us but it was awesome.  It was very interesting to see how 
that process worked with an outsider and we loved it and 
we've written with more people since then. YOU NEED ME 
is  a  song  that  is  more  attached  to  my  musical  roots 
because I grew up with a lot of retro music from the fifties 
and sixties. That music was very important to me as child. 
It was the same with RYAN. LOVE ME ENOUGH is directly 
about moving to Nashville. It was written about my mom 
when she came out to visit and we were saying goodbye 
and I cried for two days because I missed them so much 
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and she said to me "I always knew that you were going to 
be the one to break my heart but I love you and support 
you so much that you've got to pursue this dream" That 
song was one of the most emotional songs that we had 
written  up to  that  point.  I  love  the  song DON'T  STOP. 
RYAN  wrote  that  one  and  it's  kind  of  this  FREDDIE 
MERCURY song. He was listening to a lot of QUEEN at 
that time and I loved it so much that I knew we had to 
record it. We close our set with that song and it is super 
high energy and it's really just a fun song. It's always my 
favorite to sing.

With  this  EP  behind  you  what's  next  for  the  band 
musically?
We've learned a lot in the past couple of years from band 
member  changes  and  moving  to  a  new  city  and 
everything that we are writing now is influenced by that. 
We're being influenced by a lot of new artist and we're 
more willing to adapt our sound than we used to be. In 
the beginning we were like "This is it! We're going to be in 
this one little niche and we don't want to ever jeopardize 
our  integrity"  but  we  realized  that  when  we  opened 
ourselves up we were able to fulfill a little more artistic 
satisfaction.  We've realized that we don't have to be in 
this one little niche. With that being said I think that our 
next set of recordings are going to sound like us but it's 
going  to  be  a  little  different.  It's  going  to  have  more 
openness to it.  We are willing to try new things and see 
what works.
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How do you feel about the album you guys have out 
now? that all the work that went into it is behind you?
I think it's great! Simply put. I like it. It's me. I did the best I 
could to  make the hardest  rocking  album that  I  could 
come up with and I think I did a pretty good job of that.

And who all helped you behind the mixing board for it?
MARK MORRELL did the engineering on this album.

And had you guys worked with him before on anything 
else?
No. This was the first time.

And what was it like working with him, getting these 
songs to where they needed to be?
It  was  great.  He  was  great  to  work  with.  He  is  an 
extremely talented guy and a great guitar player. He's a 
musician himself so he understood the whole deal I was 
after and he understands how to mix guitars so we got a 
long really  good and the process was pretty  cool.  We 
didn't cut and paste with pro-tools or anything like that. 
We  did  this  thing  real  old  school  style.  Just  straight 
through.

Oh you went all analog with this?
Yeah!

Wow! That's gotta be pretty painstaking in this day and 
age.
In this day and age it is but you know what? It sounds more 
authentic I think. I like the cut and paste pro- tools stuff. It's 
easier. You can do one chorus and cut and paste it and 
you've got all of your choruses. It's faster and cheaper but 
it  doesn't  always  mean that  it's  better.  With  this  album 
what you hear is what you get.

How has media response been for the new album? Have 
there been reactions to it  that  have surprised you or 
that you didn't see coming?
Like  with  any  album  you  get  mixed  reviews.  I  think 
METALLICA  gets  poor  rating  at  times.  There  was  a 
magazine in Belgium that wasn't too hip on it and then I've 
gotten completely great reviews by other magazines and 
internet site and what not. Mostly, the live show is the killer.

And  in  a  live  show,  what  songs  off  of  the  album  get 
people going the most?
TAKE  and  MARY  JANE  and  BURNING  HELL  and 
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CALIFORNIA. All of those songs get people going.  Every 
single song gets people going.  Our sound is a very heavy 
and powerful sound. Nobody sounds like us which is kind 
of  cool.  I  haven't  heard  of  us  getting  compared  to 
anybody out there. No one is saying that we sound like 
JUDAS PRIEST or this or that. We don't get that ever. 
We get things like "That was so original" or "that blew my 
mind" or "that was louder than hell!  Now I  can't  hear! 
Thank you!"

Talk about the genesis of this band? How did it all get 
started what got you guys on the same page to want 
to do this thing.
Well  basically  me  and  my  manager.  I've  been  playing 
music for a long long time. I'm not new at this. All I ever 
wanted to have the most rock n roll powerful sounding 
rock  band that  I  could  come up  with  and  somewhere 
between  the  sounds  of  AC/DC  or  VAN  HALEN  and 
METALLICA all  thrown into  one  You  know? And  KISS. 
Those are some of my favorite bands. We don't put on 
the makeup or anything like that but the cool part about 
it is that the music comes off as raw and real and there 
is no one that can say that we  suck.  I haven't heard that 
yet.   I'm  sure  that  someday  there  is  gonna  be  a  guy 
coming up to us and saying you guys suck but there are 
always one of those in the crowd.

Yeah! A troll!
But  for  the  one  guy  that  will  say  that  there  will  be  a 
thousand  who  will  say  and  think  the  opposite.  I'm  not 
trying to brag or anything but it's pretty awesome.

Talk  about the  other  guys in  the band.  Tell  me who 
they are and what it is you think each of them brings 
to the table that makes this thing work.
Right  now I've  got  a  whole  new touring  band  set  up. 
JIMMY ELLIS is playing guitar with me. I play lead guitar 
and  vocals.  ROLAND  JAMES  plays  bass  and  JESSE 
CLUTCH  is  the  drummer.  They  are  just  good  really 
powerful musicians that just have a lot of balls and aren't 
afraid to put them out on the table, you know?

You're getting for a show as we're doing this interview 
right?
Yeah, we're always getting ready for a show.

So, talk about the songwriting process. How do you go 
about it?
The songwriting process is me. I sit down with the guitar 
and I come up with a riff and from that riff I come up with 
vocals  and  then  I'll  write  up  the   verse  /  chorus  / 
verse / chorus and then I write the lyrics to that once I 

have  the music  written.  Then I'll  toss  the drums in  and 
throw it  into the mix  live and see what comes out of  it. 
Sometimes we have to change some stuff around because 
it doesn't always come out the way that I hear it in my head 
but by the end of the deal I get exactly what I wanted and 
the exact sound that I had in my head is what is coming out 
of  the speakers.  That  is  what is  important.  It's  all  about 
feeling and heart and soul and how much experience and 
life  experience.  If  you  don't  have  all  of  those  things 
combined you are just sucking.

With  that  being  said,  what  songs  off  of  the  album 
resonate for you the most and why?
My favorite song on the album is TAKE the opening track.  I 
also like the song MARY JANE but TAKE is a really good 
song for me.  It's  just  a very powerful  song with a great 
guitar riff and great vocals and an underlying meaning to 
the vocals that you've got to think about. You kind of have 
to use your brain a little to know what I'm talking about. 
Mystery  is  always  a  great  thing  in  music.  Just  ask 
MARILYN MANSON.

Just listening to the album, I get a sense that this is an 
LP-type band as opposed to a singles band. So what's 
your take on making 99 cents off of an mp3 single?
Well  it  is what it  is? You've got to go with the flow. You 
can't fight progress and you can't fight technology. I'd still 
like to be putting out LPs and making people play them on a 
record player through a BOSE sound system but the digital 
age  is  a  totally  different  thing.  It's  hurt  a  lot  of  bands 
because they can't make money in music anymore selling 
records. They have to tour and they have to do this and 
they have to do that but if you do it right and people like 
what you're doing they're gonna go to it and they are going 
to  buy  it  anyway.  There is  so much out  there right  now 
because everyone can record an album at home. You used 
to have to pay a couple of thousand dollars to get into a 
studio  but  now you can record at  home and post  what 
you've recorded on i-TUNES and you are a band.  With us 
it's  a  whole  different  ball  game.  We're  a  lot  more 
experienced. We've all done the old analog route and I love 
the sound of that. It's warmer, it's thicker, it's bigger, it's 
better but digital - it is what it is. It doesn't sound as good. 
There is no question about that.  The younger people don't 
really  understand  it  because  they  weren't  around  then 
when you could put on a DEEP PURPLE record and find 
that one groove that was totally kick ass and listen to it. It 
has its benefits but in the end I wish things would go back 
to  the way they  were but  that's  wishful  thinking.  It's  not 
gonna fucking happen so we're just gonna go with what we 
know and keep doing what we do.

And with  this  album  behind  you  what  is  next  for  you 
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musically?
I already have another album done and in the can. It's a 
little more industrial sounding. It still sounds just like me 
but in a different way. There is more of an extra punch 
and it's a little more in your face. There is another album 
for  everyone after  they  are  done with  this  one.  It's  all 
recorded and its' ready to go. After that I'm gonna work 
on music with my son. My son is  a dubstep producer. 
He's an amazing producer and he's just fourteen. He is 
gonna be the producer of my next album. Not the next 
next but the third album

But with this current album, what would you like for 
people to come away with after they hear it?
Come away with?

Yeah. What do you want them to think about? What 
do you want them to feel?
I'd just like for them to feel like they've gotten their teeth 
knocked out in a prison fight and enjoyed every minute of 
it. I could nasty and say other things but I won't.

Go ahead!
I'd like people to come away with a hard cock and a wet 
pussy!
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Well DAVE it' great to hear from you guys again. How 
far away are you guys from releasing this new album?
DAVE:  We're  hoping  to  have  it  done  by  the  end  of 
February. 

And who all  helped you behind the mixing board for 
this album?
DAVE:  We have BOB KULICK and BRETT CHASSEN co-
producing.  BOB has worked with KISS and MEATLOAF 
and a bunch of other bands. We've also got MICHAEL 
WAGNER  mixing  it  in  Nashville  and  he's  got  tons  of 
credits to his name like METALLICA and OZZY and a lot 
of eighties stuff.

Were these the same guys you worked with on your 
last recording?
DAVE: No. We took a big step up when we found these 
guys.  The  last  album was  like   a  work-in-progress  for 
time.  There  were  a  couple  of  friends  that  helped  out. 
BOB PACE was the guy that did the first album and I had 
pretty much known him for a long time so we would hang 
out and record. 

Other than the team that is behind you what else do 

you think is different with this album?
DAVE: The  writing  process  has  changed  a  bit  with  this 
album.  The  old  stuff  I  had  written  over  time  was  with 
ROBIN MCCAULEY and he went on to sing for SURVIVOR 
when  they  needed  a  new  singer  and  then  I  met 
MARGARITA and she became the singer for this project. 
Now her and I are  co-writing and we think that the writing 
has changed for the better.

And  what  is  it  that  she  brings  to  the  songwriting 
process?
DAVE: She adds her thing and its' more personal and you 
kind of need that when you're a vocalist. It's kind of difficult 
for any musician to come in and work on a project that has 
already been completed so I think we found a niche where 
we write well  together and she adds her thing that suits 
her and actually suits what I'm doing. We kind of feed off of 
each other and the music has benefited because of that. It 
has changed the sound quite a bit. 

And it looks like you guys have a new member. 
DAVE: We actually  have two new guys in the band now. 
We've got a new bass player and a new drummer. The last 
time around we had GENE McEUEN on drums but now we 
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have  JON  KOMINSKI  who  was  friends  with  NICK 
ERICKSON  the  bass  player  who  started  out  as  an 
engineer  for  the sessions  but  we brought  him on as 
bass player. He was kind of forced into the whole thing 
actually. We had a West Coast tour all  set up and we 
only had a week and a half.  He and I got together every 
day and he had the songs down in a week and then the 
band wen up to Oregon and Washington for the tour. 
We pulled it off. 

And  from the  new album  what  songs  have  you  the 
most excited?
DAVE: I like PERFECT SHADE OF BLACK and I like  IN A 
DREAM. IN A DREAM was the first one that we did for 
this album. There are a lot things that I like about each 
song but when we did IN A DREAM We were lucky to get 
MICHAEL  WAGNER  on  board.  He  is  just  really 
phenomenal at what he does.  From us finding a bit of a 
niche and working  together  and developing  our  sound 
and  having  him  come  in  that  sent  the  precedent  for 
everything that followed. Each song has it's own life.

And  how  are  live  shows  going  for  the  band  at  the 
moment.
DAVE:They're going great! We just cam back from the 
East  Coast  after  two  weeks.  We  did  Baltimore, 
Pennsylvania and New York and New Jersey. We did a 
lot of driving and had some crazy experiences over there. 
We hit a deer.

Yikes!
DAVE: It was already dead but -

Well that's no fun!
DAVE:  It was on the road and it was like 4 a.m. I was 
sleeping and the  drummer JOHN was driving and it felt 
like  we  hit  a  wall.  We  woke  up  quick.  It  busted  the 
radiator and we were in the middle of nowhere. It was 
pretty hectic. 

It  's  strange.  I  grew  up  in  that  area  and  I  don't 
remember any deer.
DAVE:  I  grew up in Connecticut and I don't remember 
that many either. After hitting the deer we had to got to 
New Jersey that night and I saw at least five deer that 
day  just  walking  around  in  peoples  yards  and  on  the 
streets. They just seem to be a problem now.  But we've 
been having some fun.
We've been playing in New York City and then we forgot 
all of our merchandise and then we were on the road to 
Boston  and  did  a  show  and  realized  we  had  left 
everything there. So we had to go back to New York City 
and the tolls are ridiculous now. It's insane over there. It 

was like $23 to get the merchandise back. 

Well it's great to finally be able to speak with the voice 
behind  these  tracks  and  I  understand  that  you've 
stepped into this project as a songwriter now. How do 
you feel about this album that you guys are about to put 
out?
MARGARITA: I'm very excited about it because on the first 
one it was harder to put our stamp on things because the 
songs were already written but with these songs I really 
feel like it's us. These new songs are unique. They are just 
very "us", you know? So I'm really excited about it. 

And describe what it's like writing with DAVE.
MARGARITA: It's  different  with  each  song.  Like  for  the 
song IN A DREAM -  that song kind of wrote itself. He had 
an idea for a riff and a verse an then it kind of evolved from 
there. I remember sitting in Starbucks and listening to the 
music and everything kind of came to to me. The chorus 
and all of the verses. It was one of those songs that was 
really  easy to write.  With the song BREAKWAY  it took 
more time to evolve.  Usually DAVE comes up with a couple 
of guitar riffs and then I put down the vocal melodies and 
the keyboard parts and then we kind of build the song from 
there. When I listen to the first version of BREAKAWAY  it 
sounds totally different. GHOST was a song on the EP. It 
started out as a piano ballad and then DAVID put some 
guitars on top of it and we thought it would be pretty cool 
to make it into a heavy metal song so we did. For PERFECT 
SHADE OF BLACK  DAVE came up with a funky guitar riff 
for  the  verse  and  we  just  built  the  song  from that.  It's 
different with every song. 

What  was  life  like  before  this  band?  What  was  your 
musical experience before EDGE OF PARADISE?
MARGARITA: I used to be a classical pianist and I hadn't 
really gotten into metal until I was sixteen.
In the beginning I  was all  about Classical  music because 
that was what I grew up doing. Then when I was out in LA 
this producer approached me to record this song and that 
was how I met DAVE and the song that I  was recording 
was this LED ZEPPELIN styled rock song and I was never 
really  a  metal  singer  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  things 
started to happen. This band started to happen by chance 
and  I'm  one  of  those  people  that  thinks  that  everything 
happens for a reason. We've been lucky. 

And I  understand that you guys have toured the East 
Coast, hit a deer and left some merchandise behind. But 
other than that what songs from the upcoming album 
have gotten audiences going the most.
MARGARITA: I  see  a  huge  difference  between  the  old 
songs and the new songs
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and the  crowd has been responding great to the new 
songs  and  they  relate  to  them  better.  It  might  be 
because  I  relate  to  them better  and  because  of  that 
maybe the audience gets them more. We always open 
with PERFECT SHADE OF BLACK.  It's a great opener and 
we get everybody's attention from that song.  When we 
do  the  song  IN  A  DREAM  it's  a  really  powerful  song 
because I  can  always  see that   the last  chorus really 
affects people. GHOST is a song where people really have 
to listen in order to get it  but the song tends to go over 
really well. BREAKAWAY is always a fun song to do live. 
People  are  really  liking  the new songs while  the older 
songs are kind of tougher to get through to people.

Talk  about going from the classical  background into 
rock n roll.
MARGARITA: I  find  that  it  helps  me  out  a  lot  that  I 
studied  Classical  music.  Especially  when  I'm  writing.  I 
know a lot of heavy metal songs but when I'm writing  I 
don't have to try to copy those songs and my classical 
training has given me the freedom to create something 
different. I can create my own melodies. And as far as 
singing I'm more about the feel of the song. With these 
new songs, they have really high notes and I had no idea 
that  i  could  hit  those  notes  before.  I  just  have  to  do 
whatever the song needs and it has helped me to grow 
as a singer and be able to do justice to the song. 

What would you like people to come away with after 
they hear this upcoming album?
MARGARITA: Our  main  goal  is  to  create  something 
unique. Something that hasn't been heard before. I really 
want  people  to  hear  that  and  recognize  that  and 
recognize  our  sound  and  associate  it  with  EDGE  OF 
PARADISE rather than lump it with the rest of what is 
out there. We just want to create really good music and 
we want people to recognize it as really good music.  We 
also wan the music to  appeal  to very  broad audience. 
We don't want to pigeonhole ourselves. 

So it sounds like you guys are going for a signature 
sound.
MARGARITA: Yes, exactly. 
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CHARLATANS WEB is a great CD and now that it's 
out therefor people to hear, how do you feel about the 
finished work?
For me it's my favorite record  that we've done so far.  It 
was a really really easy process and it was the most fun 
that we've ever had doing a record to date and we've 
done a couple of them now. It was definitely the easiest 
and the most fun.  Everybody really  pitched in with this 
one and it was awesome. 

And what do you attribute the free and easiness of 
this CD too?
I  would say that the success of the last record kind of 
helped us out. We just weren't so stressed out this time. 
We had a little bit more time and a little bit more cash to 
do  what  we  wanted.   It  was  just  a  different  vibe  all 
together.  In  the past  we have always been on a shoe 
string  budget  and  we  would  always  be  freaking  out 
because we didn't know whether or not our record label 
was going to drop us and this time we just did what we 
wanted.  The last record did very well and this one has 
turned out great. 

And in what other ways do you feel that it's different 

form HELL IN MY HEART?
This one is more  of a straight forward rock album which 
was not the intention.  We didn't just sit down and go “Hey 
this is what we're going to  do!” Everyone in the band wrote 
a lot for this album and no one questioned what each other 
was writing. If we liked something we put it on the record. 
That was how we put everything together for this record 
and as a result it became more of a rock record - a guitar 
oriented record. I also think that we really nailed the vocals 
on this record.  The singing on this record has been the 
best so far in our careers.

And  who  all  helped  you  behind  the  mixing  board  for 
CHARLATAN'S WEB?
JOE  VEERS  out  of  SONIC  LOUNGE  STUDIOS  is  a  good 
friend of ours. He has done a lot of our records. He mixed 
and  engineered  the  record  and  then  we  sent  it  off  the 
BRIANLUCCI who is famous for his work with THE BLACK 
KEYS records. He did the mastering for this album and he 
just  made the thing  explode.  The people  that  we got  to 
work on the final sound for this album are really awesome 
people.

And so far have there been any reactions to the album 
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that have surprised you or that you didn't expect?
Yes!  The  sales  on  I-TUNES  have  been  amazing.  I  am 
blown  away.  People  don't  buy  CDs  any  more  but  the 
store sales for  the album have been going pretty  well 
actually  but  the  I-TUNES  sales  are  unbelievable.  It's 
overwhelming 

You've talked about what a joyous process putting this 
album  together  was.  Has  the  songwriting  process 
changed for you guys?
This  one  was  done  pretty  quick  and  the  process  has 
changed.  We used to scrutinize everything and freak out 
about everything and now we are more to the point when 
it comes to songwriting. It seems to me like the easiest 
and the best stuff  that we've turned out.  Definitely the 
songwriting has changed but we try to trust each other 
more and each of us is a lot more free and open to new 
ideas and with where the songs are going to go. 

And what inspired the songs for this album?
All true stories.  After the last three records that we had 
put  out  we  decided  to  stop  writing  about  things  like 
space aliens and stuff  that we didn't really  know about 
and  because  of  that  I  think  more  people  get  us  now 
where as before they probably thought we were kind of 
weird.  The  songs  are  now inspired  by  true  stories  of 
things  that  have  happened  to  us  over   the years.  It's 
easier to write from the heart. It took a long time to tap 
into that kind of thing because we didn't know anything 
and hadn't been anywhere but once you've been out on 
the road for ten years and paved your own way you start 
get some experiences and it starts to come out in your 
songwriting. It was kind of a natural evolution.

BAD MAN - the first single off of this album has been 
seeing some pretty good chart action.   
Yeah it's number 34 on the charts. It's the highest we've 
ever charted and I am pretty proud of that. 

Why did you pick that track to be your first single?
BAD MAN  was the obvious first single. There are whole 
lot of songs out there on radio that just sound the same 
and it's all  along the same lines of "My heart's broken" 
kind of stuff and it's nice to put out a song about being 
totally kick ass and not crying around.

You guy  also  have  a great  video for  the  song.  Who 
helped you put it together?
Good  friends  of  ours  A.J.  SHATTERFIELD,  KEITH 
WILLIAMS JOHN PAYNE and STEVE DIMADDIO.   They 
are really close friends of mine and they have helped do 
all  of  our videos for us. We do them on our own with 
these guys. We had this fireworks company come in and 

help with the pyrotechnics for the video  but we also had 
the fire marshal come in.  We were able to use these big 
pyrotechnic things and it was amazing. The most fun was 
when the  fire went off for the first time and I was like "Oh 
my God! We got fire!"

Yeah, the video looks like a blast!
It was really hot but every time that fire went off.  I had to 
try not to smile in front of the camera.

And  how  are  live  shows  going  now  with  this  new 
material?
They are going great! From the last record till now our fan 
base has grown considerably and as a result we have been 
playing  to  bigger  crowds  in  bigger  venues  and  selling 
places out. These are places that we never thought that 
we would play a couple of years ago. Now with the album 
and the single out we are definitely seeing it on the road. It 
is definitely translating pretty quick.

And what  songs  off  of  the  album are  getting  crowds 
going the most?
LOSING MY MIND is a good one but BAD MAN is the song 
that  everyone  seems  to  know  every  word  to.  PRETTY 
LITTLE  THING  is  good  crowd  pleaser.  I'M  GLAD  YOUR 
DEAD - people go nuts for that song. It's a dark song but 
it's one of those songs that people connect with 

And what songs stand out for you the most and why?
I  think the song BAD MAN sums up the  attitude of the 
band and myself at this point with us doing everything on 
our own and the music industry turning their backs on us. 
The song just sums up where we're at right now the music 
industry  dismissed  us  but  they  shouldn't  have  because 
we're pretty bad ass.

There is a lot of talk now about the  future of rock n roll 
but when I talk to someone like you who says that shows 
are going great and you've got a single that is charting 
and sales have been strong what do you say to people 
who doubt the future of rock n roll?
You've  gotta  do  your  own  thing.  There  is  a  rock  n  roll 
revolution  happening  and  it's  happening  in  the  smaller 
markets. They are called B&C markets - radio stations that 
still  play rock n roll  and don't conform to all  of these big 
play  lists.  There  is  a  lot  of  really  cool  stuff  happening. 
Chicago is a great city. It's got a lot of stuff going on but 
there is a huge rock scene right out side of Chicago and it's 
like that with  all  of  the big cities.  Outside of  all  of  these 
cities  are  these  small  town  that  have  their  own  radio 
stations that they are loyal to and love and rock n roll is 
coming  back  there.  We're  seeing  it.  We're  seeing  hard 
working people at the end of the  week cutting loose and 
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rocking  out.  Rock  n  roll  is  starting  up again  form the 
outside in which is good. It's a grass roots kind of thing. 
There are people who don't jump on trends. They want to 
hear rock n roll and it's coming back for them.

With this album behind you guys what's next for you 
musically?
I  don't know.  I can't wait to do another album.  We're 
gonna  tour,  tour,  tour  which  is  something  that  we've 
always done.  We're looking doing a live record in the 
studio and mixing it up with some older songs and some 
new  songs.   It's  gonna  be  a  live  album  with  a  twist. 
We're just going to be hitting the road as hard as we can 
and hopefully  have some cool  stories so we can write 
another awesome record.
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