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How did ANYTHING ONCE get its start?
JONNY: It  started around 2005 while I  was attending 
college.  We  had  performed  under  the  name 
"ABANDONED".  We were  always  the  guys  playing  the 
open  mic  jams,  and  always  looking  to  perform  with 
anyone  and  everyone  we  could  to  get  the  music  out 
there  to  the  people.  Eventually  we  were  requested  to 
perform for many regional and national acts. Eventually 
changing the name to ANYTHING ONCE and ending up 
to where we are now.

You've been through quite a  few lineup changes the 
past  year  it  seems;  are  the  circumstances  up  for 
discussion?
JONNY: With  our  lineup  changes  it  more  or  less 
restructuring a band and deciding what is best for the 
future  of  the  band  and  for  business.  In  our  case  the 
former  members  were  going  a  different  direction 
musically. We wish those guys the best of luck in their 
musical endeavors.

Outside of ANYTHING ONCE, what do you do?
JONNY: We all are in the industrial construction field. It's 
what pays the bills for now, haha.

What do you feel inspires you when writing songs?

JONNY: it  really  depends. I  have wrote songs about any 
topic from Heartbreak and women to a spicy burrito and 
flip  flops.  You can't  choose inspiration or when the time 
comes to write. Here lately it has been my dreams.

Can you give some insight into the meaning behind a few 
of your songs?
JONNY: I don't really tell the fans what the meaning behind 
the songs are. What If  I  told you that your favorite song 
was about a late lunch that gave me heartburn? In your 
mind it  meant the world to you because you interpreted 
the song in a completely other way than it was written, so I 
would want the fans to interpret the songs as they would 
want to. Not what I tell them the songs are about.

How many  EPs/albums have  you  released  so  for  and 
where can people purchase them?
JONNY: We  have  available  two  full  length  albums.  One 
called  "Believe"  and  the  newest  release  of  "Words  of 
wisdom".  All  songs  are  available  on  ITunes,  CD  BABY, 
AMAZON, and of course at our live shows.

Which of  your  releases  has  been  your  favourite?  Are 
there any particular songs that you consider to be your 
personal favourites?
JONNY: That's a tough one. I do enjoy performing "END OF 
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ME" and "NOT LISTENING". Those two seem to have the 
best energy from the crowd.

You have  quite  the  following within  the  CHARLOTTE 
music scene; how would you describe the scene?
JONNY: As far as the music scene as a whole, I believe 
rock music is definitely making a comeback. This day and 
age as far as the music scene goes has suffered due to 
illegal downloading and the economy. When we used to 
perform at the ALLEY CAT in CHARLOTTE in the early 
2000's  we  had  a  great  following  and the local  music 
scene  was  amazing.  People  seem  to  enjoy  going  to 
shows. Now it seems it is hard to find the local crowd 
coming to shows just to check out live music

You've played with several bands from the Carolinas, 
which of  the bands that you've played with are your 
favorites?
JONNY: We have played with many bands in the regional 
area. We aren't going to label any particular band as our 
favorites. We have been lucky enough to perform with a 
lot of great bands and have formed a great relationship 
with a lot of the bands from here. 

JAVIER: I  did  really  enjoy  the  band  "SKYFOLD".  They 
impressed me.

JONNY: I  would  like to  give  a shout  out  to  ANOTHER 
LOST  YEAR,  BEYOND  THE  FADE,  DYING  ALONE, 
SUPERBOB, SOMETHING CLEVER, and BEYOND INTENT. 
So be sure to check these guys out!!

Do you have any that you dislike?
JONNY: We have been lucky enough to play with bands 
that have all shown a very professional attitude and we 
all agree it has been a pleasure sharing the stage with 
everyone.

In  one  word,  describe  the  energy  that  you  give 
whenever you play live.
JONNY: When I am on stage it doesn't matter if there 
are 15 people or  10,000 people.  We as a band play 
every show like it will be our last. We feed off the energy 
of the people. Each and every time we play we want the 
crowd to feel as they are a part of the show rather than 
paying for a ticket to watch a band. 

What bands have had the strongest influence on you?
JONNY: I have always grown up in music. My dad got me 
hooked on the blues as a child. My biggest influences are 
STEVIE  RAY  VAUGHN,  THE  EAGLES,  ERIC  CLAPTON, 
AC/DC, THE DOORS, and CREED.

JAVIER:  My biggest influences have been anywhere from 
THE  CHILI  PEPPERS,  FOO  FIGHTERS,  AC/DC,  and  THE 
ROLLING STONES.

JASON: Mine are PANTERA, GNR, MOTLEY CRUE, 3 DAYS 
GRACE, VOLBEAT, and HANK JR.

BRETT: As far as guitar playing, ZAKK WYLDE and RANDY 
RHOADS have always been influences in my playing.  The 
bands that have influenced me the most would be A DAY 
TO  REMEMBER,  SMILE  EMPTY  SOUL,  THREE  DAYS 
GRACE, FIVE FINGER DEATH PUNCH and BULLET FOR MY 
VALENTINE.

Do you have any dream bands that you would love to play 
with someday? Are there any that you have played with 
already?
JONNY: I personally would love to jam out with any of our 
influences. My dream show would either be with MOTLEY 
CRUE, NICKELBACK, or FOO FIGHTERS.

What do you see in the future for ANYTHING ONCE?
JONNY: We  are  in  the  process  of  recording  our  new 
album  and  planning  a  release  this  year.  We  are  also 
planning a tour for this summer. In this business you have 
to plan for the best and expect the worse. I  feel  like we 
have accomplished a lot the past few years and 2014 is 
looking very promising for us. 
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To  begin,  how did  the  band  come to  the  conclusion 
that the name would be "THE DARKNESS"?
 We wanted to have the most inappropriate name for 
the type of music we made - also DIRE STRAITS had been 
taken.

Prior to your introduction in to the music industry, did 
you  have  any  aspirations  to  become  doctors  or 
astronauts?  Any  other  career  choices,  or  has  it 
always been music for all of you?
 I wanted to be a truck driver - JUSTIN a marine biologist 
- FRANKIE a writer - ED a film director.
 
What  was your  biggest  inspiration  that  overall  lead 
you into music?
The  way  ROGER  TAYLOR  performed  with  QUEEEN  at 
WEMBLEY STADIUM in 87.
 
For the readers here in the US who don't know who 
you guys are, can you give them some insight?
Multimillion album selling Vaudevillian ultimate glam rock 
band from LOWESTOFT UK. QUEEN meets AC/DC
 

Is it proper to throat punch people that aren't aware of 
you and your music? Do you condone this action? 
Of course not, that is called being a twat.
 
The  band  has  been  around  since  2000 with  what  I'd 
consider a hiatus between 2006 and 2011, but I'm sure 
that  you've  been  around  a  time  or  two,  is  there  any 
advice  that  you  would  give  to  aspiring  musicians  out 
there in the world?
 Never give up.
 
What do you feel inspires the most when writing music?
 Life. That's why it's good to write on acoustic rather than 
in a rehearsal room, you feel a certain way, you pick up a 
guitar and you write a riff or a song.
 
What bands  do you find  to  be  the  most  influential  to 
you?
 Currently  -  RICHARDT  THOMPSON/TEENAGE 
FANCLUB/FOXY SHAZAM
 
Did you initially begin with a glam rock style and sound or 
did you eventually grow into it?
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 We hit the ground running - in heels.
 
You've release 3 albums, which of these albums would 
you consider your favourite and why? 
 Album 1- it sold more.
 
As well, which of your singles do you favour?
 I'm more of an album track guy. Usually track 7.
 
You jumped into stardom with your first release and 
have won several awards since; how does it feel to be 
that awesome?
Thank  you,  but  we  are  British  and  therefore  cannot 
accept the word awesome.
 
As a band, in what ways do you feel that you've evolved 
since you began?
 We have become better at our instruments, you never 
stop learning.
Are you currently working on a 4th album? If so have 
you decided on a name for it?
 Yes and no.
 
You've made several music videos, and I'm curious as 
to  the  meaning  behind  the  recurring  bear,  does  it 
serve a huge purpose or is it a great inside joke?
 Shit video of a bad idea. We weren't given enough time. I 
hate that bear.
 
With as much success as you've had, there's definitely 
plenty of touring; how is life on the road?
Life on the road is finally a creative experience, remove 
booze and drugs and the world is a much more colourful 
place.

What do you do to keep entertained while traveling the 
land?
 Writing music - reading books.
 
At this point how many m&ms does it take you to go 
on stage? Do you have a specific color that you like or 
one that is absolutely not allowed backstage?
 We don't  eat  sweets -  if  we did we wouldn't  eat  that 
MARS shit, it would be CADBURYS.

How would you describe your live show and the energy 
that you bring? Is your goal to make all of the ladies 
knickers come off by the end of the night?
Please, this is getting tedious.
 
Do you find any notable differences between touring 
the US and the UK?
US crowds know exactly  how to rock -  they should do 

they invented it!

Of all of the acts you have toured with, which would you 
say are by far your favourites?
THE WILDHEARTS/FOXY SHAZAM equal tie.
 
Are there any groups that you look forward to touring 
with in the future?
Who knows what the future will bring.

In  my  opinion  there  are  very  few  bands  that  are  out 
there  keeping  the  spirit  of  Rock  N  Roll  alive,  which 
includes  you,  FOXY  SHAZAM,  and  STEEL  PANTHER; 
what groups do you feel are carrying that torch keeping 
it alive?
 THE RIVER 68'S/THE WILDHEARTS/FOXY SHAZAM
 
Now for the final question: in 20 years from now, where 
do you see yourselves as a band? Will you have reached 
the heights that QUEEN did or fizzle and fade out like 
some  bands  do?  Will  you  have  announced  on  3 
occasions  farewell  tours  but  continue  to  play  despite 
that?
Happy  to  be  a  cult  band  that  enjoy  writing  and  touring. 
Stadiums are nice though.
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Sounds  like  KING OF THE WORLD is  going  to  be  a 
great album.
Thanks I hope so.  We're a small Norwegian band  and I 
think that we have done everything that we have on this 
one. 

And  how do  you  think  that  this  one  is  going  to  be 
different from the album that you released in 2010?
Hopefully people will pick up on it more than they did with 
the first one because quite frankly when we released the 
first album no one knew who we were.

Of all  of the bands that I've interviewed -  and I have 
interviewed a few bands from Norway - HUMBUCKER 
has  a  very  interesting  history.  You  guys  started  in 
1998 and then you broke up and then you got back 
together  in  2010 and now it  seems like  things  are 
really taking off for you. It's a strange biography. 
Yeah. It  really  is.   It's  like you said.   Things were really 
difficult between 2002 and 2010 due to day jobs and 
everything like that.   When we started again  in  2010 

And talk about the other members of this band. Tell me 
who they are and what it is that you think each of them 
brings to the table that makes this thing work.
I'd be more than happy to  We have a man named  LARS 
STIAN HAVRAAS on bass and I've been playing drums for 
some thirty years now and I don't think that I've played with 
a better bass player than him. For a rhythm section it is 
really important that you understand each other and I think 
that he and I just have that understanding. And then we 
have VIDAR SVANHELD  on lead guitars  and he is raised 
on the blues. He grew up with stuff like CHUCK BERRY and 
ROLLING STONES and bands like that.
He brings  this classic sensibility  into the band. We also 
have JOHN PETTER PERSHAUG  the other guitar player 
who is much more influenced by  STEVE VAI and things like 
that. He is much more technical  and together  they sound 
like a perfect match.  When we record songs in the studio 
it's really nice to have two guys as different as those two 
because whatever we need done either one of them can 
do it.
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KISS

Good enough!
Like  a  lot  of  my  friends  I  started  playing  guitar  and  I 
wasn't very good because I didn't have the patience to 
practice a lot I must admit. Then when I was seven years 
old or maybe I was eight. This was in '74 or '75 I can't 
quite  remember  but  someone  bought  me  the  album 
KISS ALIVE and I heard PETER KRIS's drum solo and that 
was the end of my guitar playing. I started playing drums. 
I cried enough that my grandparents decided to buy me 
a  drum kit  and that  was  it.  I  play  guitar  only  to  write 
songs but I won't play guitar in public. I'll put it that way. 

Talk  about  the  music  scene  that  you  guys  are 
surrounded by. Every band form Norway that I've ever 
interviewed  has  been  a  heavy  metal  band.  Is  that 
pretty  much the  scene that  is  going on  or  is  there 
something else?
There is a large heavy metal  scene in Norway and for 
some reason there are a lot of great bands there
but there is also a lot of country music and softer stuff. 
The scene here is really good. We have a couple of really 
good  bands  here  like  TNT   and  STAGEDOLLS  and 
BACKSTREET  GIRLS.  There  are  few  legends  form 
Norway as well for such a small country and I think that 
is pretty good. 

For this album that you guys are about to drop KING 
OF THE WORLD who all  worked with you behind the 
mixing board?
We recorded it with  a guy named HALLGEIR RUSTAN. 
He  is  probably  one  of  NORWAYS  most  decorated 
producers.  As   a  matter  of  fact  he  formed  the 
STARGATE COMPANY in the late nineties.
He  has  produced  records  that  have  sold   25  million 
copies all together and forty top ten hits in the UK
so he's pretty good.  As a matter f fact I went to school 
with him  in 1986 and so we've been friends for a while. 

I've had a chance to look at the artwork for the album 
and  I  really  think  that  its'  on  point.  Who  put  the 
artwork together for you?
It's very nice of you to say because the artwork for the 
album R.O.C.K.S. was very simple and that was the way 
we wanted it because we wanted the logo to really stand 
out   and be in your face and easy to see.  And this time 
we wanted to make a classic album and we wanted the 
package  to  reflect  something  that  could've  been 
released back in 1986 or 1987. We got in contact with 
our friend HUGH GILMOUR
who is a photoshop artist. He is just an amazing guy and 

a fantastic guy to work with. He has done some fantastic 
artwork throughout the years . I was on the internet and I 
saw a picture of his and I sent him an email and asked him 
if he could personalize this image for us and he was kind 
enough to do it.
We are very pleased with the result We are very satisfied 
with the artwork.

And  talk  about  the  songwriting  process  in  this  band. 
How do you guys go about it?
As  strange  as  it  might  sound  I've  written  most  of  the 
songs.

Wow! That's rare for a drummer!
Yeah it is! But I'm sorry I can't help it. When I get an idea I 
have to sing it or hum it into my phone
then I usually go to VIDAR's place  and I hum the riffs for 
him and he plays it on the guitar and then we have a song. 
The good thing about this album  is that the bass player 
LARS has written his first HUMBUCKER song called SON 
OF A BITCH which is an uptempo really cool track. I really 
hope  that  he'll  write  more  songs  Also  the  singer  JAN 
ANDERS BØEN  has written his first lyrics for the band.  On 
this album everyone has songwriting credit and I like that 
because I have no need to have my name on every song.

You sent me  three songs and I'd like fr you to talk about 
them. The first one is the song ONE SIZE FITS ALL. What 
inspired that one?
I think I saw a movie and there was a guy who used that 
expression and I thought that ONE SIZE FITS ALL is a cool 
song  title  so  I  sat  down  and  tried  to  come  up  with 
something and I thought the song would be about this guy 
who meets different girls and I came up with the lyrics and 
then I came up with the music and the music is very basic. 
We wanted this song to be a great live track and playing 
this song live is always great. It works really well.

And the song HEY YOU?
HEY YOU is one of my favorites on the album VIDAR one of 
the guitar players came to practice with this great riff and 
everyone totally  loved it.  I  loved it  so  much that  I  wrote 
some lyrics  for  it   and  I  wanted  to  have  a  choir  there 
because I heard some commercial aspects on the track. It 
has a great guitar riff and  a great guitar solo.  I love that 
track. 

And what about the title track KING OF THE WORLD?
KING OF THEWORLD is a strange story.  It's got these cool 
guitar riffs during the chorus. We recorded it like that and 
when  everything  was  finished   we  came  home  and 
HALLGEIR  was doing some work on it and then he called 
and played me the chorus  with the "yeah, yeah, yeah" on it 
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and he asked me what I thought of it and I told him that it 
sounded fantastic.  I thought it was only going to be used 
on the last chorus but he wanted it used on every chorus 
and that made the song easy on the ears. When I got 
the track back I thought it sounded great. We tried to 
make it as eighties sounding as possible  with the floor 
toms and the cowbells and everything.

Well the eighties were the best time for rock n roll!
Absolutely.  There was nothing wrong with the eighties. 
Everyone got their license in the eighties and their first 
fist fight and made out for the first time in the eighties. 
The eighties are fantastic.

And how are live shows going a the moment?
It's  going great  but  we're  not  the biggest  band in  the 
world so right now we are concentrating on doing some 
shows  throughout  Europe  and  we  hope  that  in  the 
coming  year  we  hope  that  we  can  do  more  shows. 
Everyone has dreams about living out  their rock n roll 
dreams in the States so that would be something.
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You've got this album that is about to be released on 
December 14th. I can only imagine your anticipation of 
its release.
It  is  phenomenal  man!  We are  really  stoked  about  it 
man!

How long have you guys been working on it?
The band has been together for about two years. We've 
been working on our writing skills  within those two years 
so  we've  probably  spent  about  eight  months  on  the 
album.

And who all helped you behind the mixing board for it?
That  would  be  ROB  TRAYNOR  from  BLACK  WATER 
RISING. He's the vocalist from that band.

And how much of the album is out there right now. Are 
there any singles out? Do people have an idea of what 
they can expect?
We've released a demo. Our first  demo was recorded 

with  BOB  PANTELLA   the  drummer  from  MONSTER 
MAGNET.  The  song  was  called  PARALYZED and  it's  on 
YOUTUBE. It's just a slide show video. 

And  talk  about  the  beginning  of  this  band.  How  did 
LORDS OF MERCY get started?
We're all  a bunch of seasoned musicians. I  was working 
with DANNY FARROW ANNIELLO in another project  and I 
was actually a guitarist for like thirty odd years. I got out of 
the business and had worked with some record companies 
and everything. The music industry was really screwed up 
at  that time and I  had decided to concentrate on some 
other ventures in my life. Then I got a phone call one day 
form my friend SEAN  telling me that he had a cover band 
and was looking for a bass player. Keep in mind that I was 
a guitar player but I figured that I would go down and check 
it out. We were doing all kinds of things like DOKKEN and 
WHITESNAKE and MOTLEY CRUE. I had a fun time doing it 
and then I  was out on the road with my friend JD from 
BLACK LABEL SOCIETY  and he got me into playing bass 
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and I really dug it  and we jammed a lot of times. After I 
got into playing again I decided that I wanted to start an 
original  band  so  DANNY and  myself  got  into  this  one 
original band but it just didn't pan out He had left and I 
called him saying "Hey man! We nee to do something!" 
So he contacted the drummer that we have now PETE 
PERRINA who is an original OLD BRIDGE MILITIA guy  so 
he  used  to  drive  around  with  ANVIL  and  RAVEN  and 
hung  out  with  METALLICA and  all  of  these  guys  from 
back  in  the  day  like  JOHNNY  Z  from  MEGAFORCE 
RECORDS.  Sow went down to PETE's house He had a 
little  rehearsal  studio  in  his  basement and we started 
jamming  and things just started flowing. We had stuff 
written  and it  just  took off  from there.  We went  to  a 
barbeque which had DON JAMESON  the co-host from 
THAT METAL SHOW and JERRY GASKILL the drummer 
form KING'S X. By then we were an established band but 
we were looking for a singer. DANNY was originally the 
singer but  he said that  he wanted concentrate on his 
guitar  playing.   We  bumped  into  this  guy  BRANDON 
SWEENEY  whose  brother  plays  guitar  for  MONSTER 
MAGNET He heard us jam a  few songs at this party and 
he  asked  us  where  he  could  audition  and  BRANDON 
came down and within ten minutes  of him being in a 
rehearsal studio he got the job and it just took off from 
there. 

And before you picked up the bass and got this band 
going talk a little more about your musical experience. 
I  grew up in  a   family  full  of  music.  My  father  was  a 
saxophone  player  for  TONY  BENNET  and  I  grew  up 
around a white baby grand piano and saxophones and 
clarinets and guitars. My dad's band used to rehearse in 
our basement and growing up that way music just gets 
in  your  blood.  I  started  playing  drums  at  about  eight 
years  old  and when  I  started  playing  guitar  I  got  into 
KISS. I was actually a big fan of the SEX PISTOLS. That 
was  one  of  my  first  albums  as  far  as  punk  was 
concerned.   I  played  guitar  and  I  auditioned  for  many 
bands like WASTED with PETE WAY from UFO, DIRTY 
LOOKS, ANGEL  and then gradually your passion starts 
to  go  south  and  you  just  start  to  lose  that  spark 
because of people that you meet in the business. It's not 
an easy business to be in. The industry is tough. Even to 
this  day  it's  day  by  day.  Everything  changes.  ME  and 
DANNY were  in  a  band  called  TAYLEN STORM which 
was all original.  We opened up for bands like HEAVEN 
and all of these other bands and then  we just dropped 
out of sight. DANNY always remained a very good friend 
of mine like a blood brother and then I happened to call 
him one day and I told him that I had something going on. 
At first he wasn't interested because he has a sculpting 
business which does stuff for MATTEL TOYS and it was a 

lucrative business. But we started jamming and eventually 
he gave in.  and from there we formed LORDS OF MERCY 
and everything we do no one says 'no' to.  It's like everyone 
is saying "yes, yes, yes!" The bands that we've performed 
with to the people that are behind us we are just really 
humbled. It's a really good feeling and we are having fun. 

And what kind of a music scene are you surrounded by? 
Is it a supportive one? Is it indifferent? What's it like?
We're on the Jersey Shore here and the scene here is a 
beautiful  thing  because  everybody  supports  each  other. 
There is no competition with each other. It's a dog eat dog 
world yet we all support each other and we have the best 
clubs out here like  THE STONE PONY in Asbury Park.  THE 
STARLAND  BALLROOM  in  Centreville  and  you  have 
DINGBATS in Clifton New Jersey. It's a great scene . Our 
motto within all  of the bands and all  of the promoters is 
"support local music". Any show that you do any given day 
you'll see a bunch of bands out there supporting you buying 
your tickets  or buying your merchandise or your CD. There 
is nothing cutthroat about it.  It is just a really supportive 
scene.  It's a beautiful thing. For me it makes getting back 
into the business worthwhile. 

Talk about each of the members and what it is you think 
that each of them brings to the table that makes this 
thing work?
I'm very close to DANNY FARROW ANNIELLO.  I'm close to 
all of the guys in the band but I've known him the most.  He 
is an exceptional songwriter.  We have worked together so 
well  for so many years and it just clicks. You know when 
you are a musician and you just click with somebody and to 
get back with him after all of these years  it feels like it was 
only  yesterday.   PETE PERRINA the  drummer  is  just  so 
determined to be the best he can be  He is so into this 
band. He such an exceptional drummer. He was originally 
in the OLD BRIDGE MILITIA with RAY GILL and METAL JOE 
which was JOHNNY Z from MEGAFORCE RECORDS.  He 
hung out in the basements with SLAYER, METALLICA when 
they had DAVE MUSTAINE and ANTHRAX and all of these 
guys  like  OVERKILL,   EXCITER,  MOTORHEAD -   all  these 
bands. You grow from that and you become such a good 
musician . we met an d we all hit it off and like I said with 
BRANDON his brother being in MONSTER MAGNET and 
he also sings in a band called PSYCHO DAISY. These guy 
are such talented musicians. These are not guys that you 
met yesterday that are amateurish. we click so well. We 
are a band that is ready to take on  the world. 

With the  release of  the  album,  are  you  guys  doing  it 
digitally or issuing actual CD's? Who is distributing this 
for you?
There is actual product. We are on MAIN MAN RECORDS 
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which is KEITH ROTH who is a SIRIUS RADIO DJ  and 
THE RAT RADIO 95.9 out of Belmar New Jersey. We've 
got some incredible stuff going on and we're going to be 
distributed through SONY RECORDS.

Well it sounds like you've got a real team there. 
And  our  PR  person  is  from  South  America  and  her 
credits are RONNIE WOOD and CHARLIE WATTS from 
THE STONES and KID ROCK. She's also got a couple of 
OZZFESTs as part of her bio. It's just so much that it is 
mind boggling and she is just pushing for us to be huge. 
We want this. We have nothing to prove to anybody. We 
just want to prove it to ourselves that we are able to do 
that  at  our  later  age.  We're  not  twenty  years  old 
anymore but we're considered a very energetic band and 
we're having a lot of fun. It really is a lot of fun. 

And who all is coming out tot eh shows? What kind of 
demographic does your music resonate with?
In this day and age when you play your clubs  you've got 
to sell tickets and the thing withe Jersey scene is that 
everybody  knows  everybody  and  they  are  all  out  to 
support  you.  It's  never  a  dead  crowd.  It  could  be  a 
Tuesday night and you've got hundreds of people there. A 
lot of the bands that we have had the chance to open for 
are bands that we've been fans of since we were little. 
Our first gig was opening for the band CYCLE OF PAIN 
which  is  JD's  band.  I  was  sitting  at  home  one  day 
watching football  on Sunday and I got a call  from ACE 
FREHLEY's manager saying that he had heard about us 
guys  and  wanted  us  to  open  for  ACE  at  THE  STONE 
PONY.  There were over  a thousand people there.  You 
open for ACE FREHLEY and in my mind that is just off the 
wall.  We've  all  opened  for  STEEL  PANTHER  and 
MONSTER MAGNET and KIX and we've co-headlined with 
ACCEPT.  It  is  just  a  mind  boggling  thing  man!  We're 
having such a  good ride and we don't want it to  stop. 
We're  doing  it  with  our  feet  planted   with  no  ego  or 
nothing.

Talk about the songwriting process within this band. 
How do you guys go about it?
Well much of the songwriting falls on DANNY. He writes 
most of the songs. I've written a few myself that are on 
the album where I collaborated with him.  I would come 
up with a riff on my songs and a few lyrics even though I 
am not really a lyric guy. That is pretty much DANNY's 
area.  DANNY has a away of coming up with these hard 
rock driven songs  kind of like what people were doing in 
the eighties. You can get in your car or get on your bike 
and just nail the gas and just go crazy with it. 

And from the upcoming album, what songs have you 

the most excited?
The  songs  WALKING  THE  THIN  LINE  and  KEY  TO  THE 
SYSTEM.

Why those songs?
KEY TO THE SYSTEM  is a song that came to me in my 
sleep. No bull! I was in bed and my foot was just tapping.I 
woke up and grabbed a cup of  coffee and I  just started 
writing KEY TO THE SYSTEM on my acoustic guitar. I'm a 
hard rock type writer. The song WALKING THE THIN LINE 
came to me in the same way and when I presented it to 
the  band   and  it  just  blew  them away.  The  songs  that 
DANNY has written and songs that I  have written come 
together on this album so when you listen to it you are not 
going be  thinking  “Oh this  is  DANNY's  song”  or  “This  is 
JOE's  song.”   There  is  the chemistry  that  we have.  We 
almost think alike.  It's all good!

What songs are getting the crowds going the the most?
PARALYZED is out single right now  so that is the song 
that is getting a lot of attention but actually every song is 
getting  attention.  We  do  a  live  show  and  everybody  is 
singing along to the whole set. It's amazing. 

And what would you like for people to come away with 
after they hear the album?
I would want them to come away  knowing the work that 
went into it and that they feel  that this album is like the 
modern-day APPETITE FOR DESTRUCTION and feeling like 
we have what it takes as a band. It's a business and you're 
going to get your critics who don't  like what  we do.  We 
truly believe as band that with this music a lot of eyes are 
going to be opened. 
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It's always refreshing to see a band that releases an 
LP as opposed to an EP int his day and age and it's a 
great LP.
Well thanks! That's awesome!

Well it is! How does it feel to have it out there?
It  feels phenomenal.   I'll  give you a little history on the 
album.  We cut  this  thing  in  five  weeks  from start  to 
finish.  That  is  everything  from  pre-production  to  the 
mastering.  I think our goal with that was to try and make 
sure  that  the  music  had  that  swamp rock  feel  which 
demands  that  we  don't  over  think  things.  The  music 
comes out  gets recorded  gets mixed and its stands on 
it's own. The music is what it is, you know?

And who all  helped you behind the mixing board for 
this thing?
We've got a gentleman in Memphis Tennessee named 
JUSTIN  RIMER  who  used  to  be  the  guitarist  for 
BREAKING POINT and played with 12 STONES. He also 
produced  12  STONES  at  a  studio  down  in  Memphis 
called CROSSTRAX STUDIOS on Macon Road. It's a great 

Studio.

And so far have there been any reactions to the music 
that have surprised you or that you didn't see coming?
Honestly  yes.  Just  about  every  reaction   that  we  get 
basically.  We wanted the music to stand on its own and I 
know that there are a  lot of people who write music to get 
fan response  and they write what they feel that the fans 
want to hear. We put our music out there simply because 
it is what we want to put out. And right now the response 
has been so overwhelming.   The response has been so 
positive.   The diversity  on  the  album has worked  in  our 
favor I think. You always hear people say pick a style and 
stick with it and we did pretty much that. The majority of 
the  album is  what  I  would call  Swamp Rock  but  we did 
throw some people  a  couple  of  curve  balls  with  a  slow 
blues tune and ballad and then the real heavy song at the 
end.  Those songs weren't  intended to be that way  but 
when the music came out it was what it was.  We chose 
those  basically  to  add  some diversity  to  the  album  so 
people wouldn't  feel  like they have to hit the skip button. 
Each song has a different flow and a different feel. They are 
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all  like different  branches of  a  tree so to  speak.   The 
response to the album has been really overwhelming. It's 
really blown us away.  People are saying that there isn't a 
bad song on the album and that s just fantastic.

And talk about the beginning of this band. How did it all 
get started?
Actually is was me and the lead singer SCOTTY AUSTIN. 
I  actually  had  a  little  acoustic  gig  going  on  here  in 
Jackson, Tennessee and I was doing all of these acoustic 
shows basically for beer money and I talked to SCOTTY 
and we discussed doing music together because he was 
sick of doing what everybody else around him wanted to 
do.  He wanted to do his own stuff.  I invited him to come 
down  with  me  on  Wednesday  night  to  do  a  two-man 
acoustic show and we'll  rock it  out.  He did and it just 
went from there. We started out doing covers and then 
slowly and surely he we started adding in  some of his 
original songs.  After the first few shows we were getting 
a lot more requests for the original songs then we were 
for  the  covers  and  we  thought  "We  must  be  onto 
something!' When we saw the good responses that we 
were  getting  from  the  music  we  decided  to  add  a 
drummer and Mr. STEVEN PULLEY came on board and 
the band has progressed into what it is today. 

And talk about what it is that you think SCOTTY and 
STEVEN bring to the table that make this thing work.
Well first of all SCOTTY doesn't write music like anyone 
else.  SCOTTY  really  doesn't  listen  to  the  radio  or  any 
other kinds of music. Basically he's played country,  he's 
played blues he's played rock and active rock. He's done 
all of that but he's kind of a recluse as far as music goes. 
Whenever he writes it's really motion. He writes a song 
because that is what is coming out of him. He doesn't go 
"Let' s write a song about a one legged stripper named 
EILEEN!" If  he hasn't met a one legged stripper named 
EILEEN, you aren't going to get that out of SCOTTY. What 
he brings to the table is  honesty in is music.  He's not 
trying to be anybody else other than himself.   STEVEN 
brings a ton of energy to the table.  The three of us get 
along  great  and  there  is  absolutely  no  friction  in  this 
band. The thing with STEVEN is that he was born deaf. 
and he didn't get surgery to correct it until he was in his 
late twenties.  The replaced the bones in his ears that 
were fused with plastic and then he was able to hear.  He 
was able to overcome. 

Whats his hearing like now?
I'd say that he cane hear about seventy to eighty percent. 
He's overcome. It's a personal victory for this guy and he 
is just fantastic behind the kit and is a fantastic human 
being.  We all get along just like we're brothers.  We can 

say anything to each other and then two seconds later it's 
all forgotten. We don;t hide anything from each other.

And  talk  about  how music  got  started  for  you  as  an 
individual. 
It started when I was fifteen years old standing on the bed 
in my bedroom so I could actually see myself in the mirror 
because the mirror on my dresser tilted backwards and 
when I stood in front of it I could only see  myself from the 
chest up and I wanted to see myself with a guitar strapped 
on. I would stand on the bed with the guitar and strike this 
chord that wasn't  a chord because I  didn't  know how to 
play then and thought it was cool! I could get a date doing 
this stuff. 

But in finding you current musical identity, what artist or 
artists jumped out at you?
I'm a very visual person My very first concert was on July 3, 
1981  at  the  Kern  County  Fairgrounds  in  Bakersfield 
California.  It  was  OZZY  OSBOURNE  and  MOTORHEAD 
opened up for them. It was the BLIZZARD IN OZZ tour with 
RUDY SARZO who just blew me away. He was like four foot 
two and he just man handled that bass guitar He played it 
like he was twelve feet tall He was just a phenomenal show 
man so I think that the visuality really hit me. It inspired me. 
I had put down the guitar at that point. This concert was on 
a  Saturday and the following Monday my face was pressed 
against the window of the local pawn shop looking for a 
bass  to  buy.  Event  though I've  become a  solid  technical 
bass  player  these  days.  I  always  try  to  incorporate  that 
sense  of  showmanship  into  the  music  that  we're  doing 
now.

So  it  is  SCOTTY  AUSTIN  that  does  most  of  the 
songwriting or is it something where all of you some in 
together to work on?
For  this  album  SCOTTY  AUSTIN  pretty  much  had   the 
majority of the album written prior to going into the studio 
on an acoustic guitar. That was how I share the song with 
STEVEN  before  he  joined  the  band.  You  see  I'm  a 
hairdresser by trade and STEVEN was in the salon getting 
his hair cut and I let him hear SCOTTY's stuff and he told 
me that  If  we ever  wanted a drummer to  let  him know 
because this was the music that he wanted to get into. The 
music just hit his heart when he heard it.  Even when he 
heard these songs acoustically he knew right away what he 
wanted to  do  behind  the kit.  and that  kind  of  helped  to 
expedite the recording process. We had only played with 
STEVEN for two gigs and then we went directly  into the 
studio. We hadn't been together for not even two months 
and before that me and SCOTTY had been playing together 
acoustically for six months.  Our first gig was opening for 
JACKYL in Memphis on Beale Street. What an awesome 
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first  gig!   SCOTTY pretty  much dies  a  majority  of  the 
songwriting however there are a couple of songs on the 
album that can credited to us as a band.  SCOTTY tells 
stories with his songs. He is a great storyteller. And I'm 
great at coming up with some hooks. If I ever come up 
with an idea I'll shoot SCOTTY a text message. Like with 
the song SOULS OF MY SHOES we were talking about 
how there is going to be a lot of people that we're going 
to be making enemies out of because it's a small town. 
People will see that we've got our album and that we're 
going to start touring and people are going to think that 
we've stepped on them and while we were talking about 
that   I  kind of  came up with this  little  hook line about 
running straight through hell and feeling like I have souls 
on my shoes. I sent him a text message with that line and 
we went in and started jamming and he had a melody for 
it and we wrote the lyrics off the cuff.

What other songs off of the album stand out for you 
the most and why?
I really love TAKE IT FAST and it's lyrics. I think lyrically it is 
one of  the best  songs that he has on the album. The 
lyrics just speak to me. Laying face down in my own little 
world  like  a  book  that  I've  already  read.  It's  all  about 
continuing to do the same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different result and that has kind of been the 
story of my life. The definition of insanity is continuing to 
do the same thing over and over again and expecting a 
different result. It takes a while for that to soak in and it 
took me a while for some things to soak in in my life so 
that is the song that I love lyrically more than anything. 
As far as musically I love the song SOCIAL CALL. I love 
the  harmonies  in  that  song.  It  maintains  our  swampy 
sound. I  think the harmonies of  the intro and the solo 
adds to the active rock feel of that song. Those are the 
two songs that stand out for me the most. 

And  how  are  live  shows  going  for  the  band  at  the 
moment?
Phenomenal!  We handle  it  three  piece.  We don't  use 
tracks. We don't use loops. It is simple straight forward 
hard core rock n roll. We break it down and speed it up 
and slow it down and quiet it down  and we add some 
dynamics tot eh live show that aren't there on the album 
so  it  gets  that  jam  band  BLACK  CROWES  meets 
GRATEFUL  DEAD  kind  of  vibe  with  a  little  bit  of 
WIDESPREAD PANIC  mixed  in.   The  people  are  really 
enjoying the live show.

And what is next for the band with this album behind 
you guys?
Working on the second album and more collaboration. 
We've already got a jump start on that we've already got 

a lot of songs written.  We're going to be taking the music 
in different directions.  Other than sending SCOTTY lyrics 
I'm coming up with riffs and song structures on the bass. 
We've also got a lot of shows coming up. There area lot of 
positive things in store for us. It's exciting to be getting out 
there and bating the bushes musically. I  love these small 
venues  and  these  real  intimate  settings  and  giving  the 
audiences everything that we've got onstage. 
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I  understand  that  UNDER  SOCIAL  has  an  album 
coming out at the  end of the month and immediately 
you have three songs that are available on I-TUNES. 
How excited are you to get this new album out?
We're  very  very  excited.  We  have  three  singles  on  I-
TUNES  that  we  are  probably  going  to  include  on  the 
album.  We recorded  them last  year  but  we  were  so 
excited that we went ahead and released them but my 
bass  player  lives  about  two  hours  away  so  when  he 
comes down to practice so we try to do new material 
and then practice for a show whenever we get together. 
That is what has taken us a little longer to get this music 
out  there.  We  don't  want  to  just  throw  something 
together. We want to do it right. So we're really excited!

And who all is working with you on this album? Who is 
helping  you  behind  the  controls  to  get  everything 
right?
STEVE ALLEY is our engineer at SMASH HITS STUDIOS. 
He is really amazing and he and I have a great chemistry 
as far as ideas and what I want vocally. He did my first 
solo album. I had a solo album that came out a couple of 

years  back.  It  didn't  quite  turn  out  the  way  that  that  I 
wanted it to turn out but that wasn't because of him.  The 
album did good and the producer did a great job on it  but 
it  was  my  fault  for  not  speaking  up  on  certain  things 
because I wanted the album to be a little harder. I  write 
acoustic stuff so they took my acoustic stuff and added a 
little rock to it.  They did a great job it just wasn't what I 
wanted.  A song off of it was actually on DOG THE BOUNTY 
HUNTER and it  was also on College Radio and stuff  like 
that.   This new stuff  that we are working on is what I'm 
more about. It's a little harder.  A little bit more metal but 
not too metal. 

What was it  that  got you on this path to want to do 
harder edged music?
My dad always listened to rock n roll.  Growing up I  was 
always in choir in school but I was always really shy about 
the singing thing and later I  would sing in these karaoke 
bars and I would win money and stuff but that was getting 
boring.  So one night I went to an AEROSMITH concert and 
STEVE  TYLER  brought  me  up  on  stage  and  some  one 
videotaped it  and it was like a huge deal for me.  I go to 
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concerts a lot but nothing has ever compared to that. 
After that experience I knew I had to get a guitar and 
write my own stuff because I didn't want to sing other 
people's stuff, you know what I'm saying? So, I bought a 
guitar and taught myself and the first song that I  ever 
taught myself to play was a PEARL JAM song and from 
there I started playing and writing music. I could never 
find a band. All of the good musicians that I knew of were 
taken. So for a while I  was performing as a solo artist 
until I ran into TIM ARMSTRONG who is the guitar player 
and he is just phenomenal and very seasoned musician.  I 
ran into him and I had always wanted a band name and 
he came up with about a hundred different names and 
we randomly picked one one day. My drummer has been 
with us this whole time   and when we added our bass 
player he immediately changed the dynamic of the entire 
band. We have four people in our band. Two of them are 
very quiet. The drummer and the guitar player are very 
quiet They are fun and all but they are the serious ones 
nonetheless.   In  contrast  you  have  me  and  the  bass 
player who act totally ridiculous.  We just like to have fun. 
We're serious about the music. We're not big partiers or 
anything like that but we're the goofballs. We talk all the 
time an we;re really loud. We like to have fun at practice 
but we know when to cut the B.S. and get working. 

And how are live shows going for you guys?
Well I wrote a song about that actually. I  was off for a 
couple of months. I had two torn discs in my back which 
is an old injury from an accident that I had so I had just 
been writing throughout that time. We usually play out of 
town. There are only a few venues here in our town that 
we would love to play. It's called the V CLUB but it's hard 
to get into because they have so many people wanting to 
play there but it's a great venue. I wrote this song called 
ROCK IS DEAD and it's not necessarily about the music 
being dead but its' about the online support verses the 
live  support.   Back  when  I  was  doing  acoustic  gigs 
everybody  would  be  there.  Everybody  would  come and 
now it  seems like no matter who you are playing with 
people will tell you that they are coming  and then they 
don't  show and then you  get  fed  up.  It's  like everyone 
these days would rather go online and see the show and 
I've notice less people coming to our shows. It's not like it 
used to be.  We play a lot of shows for free because we 
love it.  We want to get paid but we love and we're not 
trying to  take someones money and be rude to the bar. 
We want to play  but it seems like everybody wants to 
stay  at  home  and  watch  YOUTUBE  which  is  great. 
YOUTUBE is a great outlet but at the same time we work 
very hard as a band and we want you to see it live.  We 
try to play at places where people from out of town go 
because it  seems to be a better bunch of people that 

come. It's like more people come to out of town shows. 

Yeah. I remember being in college and going to a show 
by a local band at a club or a bar was the thing to do and 
now that you have YOUTUBE it seems like no one does it 
anymore.
YOUTUBE is great and all but your don't get he live feel or 
that sound or that boom in your chest from the drum and 
the  bass.   You  don't  get  that  live  sound.   You  record 
something with an i-PHONE but the sound it plays back isn't 
going to be the sound of the show.  The YOUTUBE version 
doesn't d any justice to the live version. I don't just stand 
there and sing I get into what I do. You never know what I'm 
going to to do onstage. I like to be an entertainer so I try to 
make people come out and see us.
 
Talk about the songwriting process within this band. Is it 
just you that does the writing and then they come in on 
it? How does that work?
I play rhythm guitar. I write a lot of the acoustic stuff. TIM 
ARMSTRONG is way more advanced than me as a guitar 
player.  How it  works is  he comes down to  my house to 
practice. We have a huge garage that we practice in  and 
we'll  randomly  start  jamming  out  and  when  we  find 
something that we like we record it on our phones.  I take 
the  recording  upstairs  that  week  and  come  up  with 
something in a week or so. When the band comes back 
together I present the lyrics. I write all the lyrics and they 
come in with the music but we have this one song coming 
out called THE WAY. I constructed that whole song. I wrote 
the rhythm and all of the parts to it and TIM wrote the solo 
to  it.  Sometimes  we'll  take  the  songs  that  I've  written 
acoustically and just add things to them or set them to a 
different key if we decide that that is what is best for the 
song.

In the meantime you have these three songs on I-TUNES 
and so far have there been any reactions tot hem that 
have surprise you or that you didn't expect?
We are sorry that we put them out so soon because we 
wanted to wait for people to hear them when the album 
comes out  but we had people coming up to us constantly 
asking when were were going to put something out. So we 
gave these songs to the fans and we gave it away for free. 
People really like the song SECOND HAND GIRL and that is 
the one that that I  wrote.  They like the others too but  I 
thought the other two were better. My favorite is the song 
DEAD  INSIDE.  The  songs  have  been  doing  pretty  well. 
When we do live shows we always get great feedback. They 
say that the music is different and they don't expect me to 
act  all  crazy  onstage.  It's  a  little  something different  for 
them. So we've had a lot of great feed back on the songs. I 
know that you can't please everybody but whenever I put 

JANUARY 2014 – ROCKWiRED.COM                        PAGE 52 



ROCKWiRED MAGAZiNE 

something out. I want for people to relate to the song or 
at least feel something. Even if the lyrics have nothing to 
do with me I want to write something that is either going 
to make your cry or make you happy.  I want somebody 
out  there  to  feel  something.   I  can  remember  songs 
where  I've  had  the  worst  day  of  my  life  and  I  can 
remember what I was listening to at that time and i can 
remember what I felt. Music is how I've gotten through 
things in my life. Music is universal.

And once this album is out there what is going to be 
next for the band?
We are wanting to play as much as we can in 2014. 
Playing live is where you get all of your fans. We would 
also like to make a decent video a real video. The reason 
we  haven't  done  that  is  that  we've  been  off  for  two 
months  writing  this  album.  We'd  like  to  to  do  that. 
Whatever comes our way we're game for.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Btfyx5L_aA
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDwaPdYYd0E
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