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INNASTATE'S self titled debut EP is here right now isn't 
it?
ADRIAN WALL:It'll be here this week.

So talk what's all going through you head with this new 
music that is about to get it's big release.
ADRIAN WALL:I think we're most excited about getting this 
thing out into the world. We've been playing a lot live to some 
small  audiences  here  and  there  but  right  now  we're  really 
looking  forward  to  sharing  these  songs  with  the  greater 
community  of  reggae  and  rock  fans.   And  music  fans  in 
general.

And talk the evolution of this project. How did it all get off 
the ground. I  remember you from the band RED EARTH 
and it's been a while since there ha been any significant 
output from them. How did this new project get started?
ADRIAN WALL: It's been a  few years in the making. It kind of 
emerged  from out  of  a  group  that  I  was  with  called  TWIN 
RIVERS and  my friend  ED  KABOTIE  and  his  son  RYLAN 
KABOTIE played with me in that band.  Late in life I decided to 
go to college and while I was there I didn't play any music. I 
just concentrated on studying but that last semester of school I 
was like "I need to start playing again!" I called up RYLAN - 
the young man from TWIN RIVERS - and I asked him if he 
was interested in doing some music.  So we started writing 
and a month or so later we brought in a drummer  and we 
worked  all  summer  long  and  booked  some  shows  for  the 
following fall and that was how it started.  I've always had this 
desire  to  play  reggae  music  and  with  this  project  it's  just 
worked out really well.  RYLAN's influences are a lot broader 

than mine. He's a collector of music and he has a broad range 
of influences and I think he is a rocker at heart with a love for 
reggae  and I think that influence comes through in our music 
as well.

And I'm not trying to say anything with this next question 
but I've seen a picture of you guys and it looks like the 
makeup of that band is pretty pan-generational. 
ADRIAN WALL:  Absolutely.  RYLAN is twenty-one years old. 
I'm forty-five and the guitar player we have now is around forty 
years old.  The music transcends all  of that.  My role in this 
band - with all of the experience that I've had in other bands 
like RED EARTH and TWIN RIVERS - is that i can be a coach 
for these guys in some ways.  as far as the business model for 
the band and how to promote.  I've pretty much taught them 
everything i know and they are up and running with it at this 
point.  It's kind of neat to be able to share the stage with such 
youthful energy.  It reminds me of when I firs started playing 
music when there were no rules and anything went.  I really 
missed  that.   Sometimes  I've  played  with  very  mature 
musicians and there are so many rules  and it sucks a lot of the 
fun out of it.  But INNASTATE is a  lot of fun because of the 
youthful energy and that approach to making music where it's 
about being in the moment  and creating fun and meaningful 
music. 

We're living in an age where the EP is a legitimate release. 
For  a  long  time  an  EP  didn't  get  you  anywhere  but 
nowadays it's the preferred mode of getting the music out 
there so with that being said is this new EP a standalone 
release or is it a sampling of a larger album to come?
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ADRIAN WALL: That's a hard question to answer. This here is 
the music that we started with.  These were the firs songs that 
we developed over the last year  The band is only a year old 
basically.  We started playing last February and now it's April. 
Our goal is put together a bigger collection of music  to share 
but we really needed to put something out there that was well 
done. And you're right! I think the way the world works today 
with the internet access and deadlines  it  seems like music 
comes and goes pretty quickly these days. We do see a lot of 
shorter  collections  of  music  because of  that.  It's  also  more 
affordable to release a five or six song EP but our goal is to 
get  into  the recording studio by Fall   and record at  least  a 
twelve song collection.  We have the music. It's just a question 
of getting it together. 

Who helped put this EP together for you guys?
ADRIAN WALL:  It's  pretty much self-produced.  We took a 
very interesting approach to recording this one.  We actually 
went  into  my  home  studio  and  recorded  everything  and 
worked out all of the kinks  and got everything tight and then 
we  went  into  FROGVILLE  STUDIOS  in  Santa  Fe.  BILL 
PALMER definitely helped us in producing the album with his 
ideas and his outboard gear. He helped us quite a bit but as 
far as the songwriting is concerned - that was all INNASTATE. 
RYLAN is the bassist in the band and kind of served at the 
executive producer of the project.  He put it all together and 
made sure that everything was buttoned up for us.  Working 
with  BILL PALMER was an amazing experience for  us.  We 
really wanted to put out a really good recording and we felt it 
was very important to present the band's professionalism and 
really  show  people  what  we  could  do.   We're  not  beyond 

asking for help. We're really happy that we used BILL.

Describe  the  songwriting  process  between  you  and 
RYLAN. How do you guys go about it?
ADRIAN WALL:  We definitely have a unique way of working. 
Sometimes I'll write song and work it out and then present it tot 
the band.  RYLAN's approach is similar.  He's more of an idea 
guy. He'll bring in an idea and we'll work it out as a band in the 
rehearsal studio. I try to go for more of a complete idea before I 
bring it forward to to the band.  We work things out in a lot of 
different ways.  For the most part we just hash things out in a 
rehearsal studio  once we have the ideas. We're not the kind of 
band that writes a song every ten minutes.  One of the things 
that we try to do as much as possible is get into the home 
studio and record everything  and figure out what's working and 
what's not working.  We're also always rehashing songs. We've 
got some songs that we started  with that we are just starting to 
revisit now. 
 
And talk about what got you into music making in the first 
place.
ADRIAN  WALL:  When  I  was  growing  up  there  were  no 
musicians in my family but I've always been attracted to music. 
I  remember  being  fourteen  and  getting  my  first  guitar  and 
learning some BEATLES songs.  It was a great experience but 
I didn't really have any guidance.  It wasn't until I met RYLAN's 
father ED KABOTIE. He's a drummer and we  meshed and I 
started playing bass with him.  That was where i learned the 
importance of practicing and taking things more seriously and 
that if you want to get somewhere you really have to work hard. 
ED really taught me how to get form point A to point B as a 
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musician.  Once  I  had  that  foundation  I  just  started  writing. 
Those  early  RED  EARTH  days  were  like  free-for-all  jam 
sessions.  If you listen to the early RED EARTH stuff it's a little 
bit  of  everything.   There  were  no  rules  so  we  could  do 
whatever we wanted to do. Having those tools that ED gave 
me allowed me to express myself.  I'm a creative person.  I'm 
a professional artist. I'm a sculptor, jeweler and I work across 
several materials and mediums  and one of them is music. 

And  so  far  how  is  this  experience  with  INNASTATE 
different from the RED EARTH experience?
ADRIAN WALL: It's definitely very different.  I have a lot more 
experience now as far as marketing and as far as what I want 
personally out of the band.  I'm older now and I have this other 
life.  It feels like I can take things a little slower now and take 
my time  and  do  things  right  like  we  did  with  this  new EP. 
Working  with  younger  peoples  in  the  band  is  also  very 
different.   There  is  a  different  dynamics  involved.   It's  very 
exciting for me  and I'm learning so much from these younger 
people and the music that they're in to.  The things that are 
influencing the  younger  generation are  really amazing.   I'm 
learning a lot form the whole experience.  I still get to hang out 
with  RED EARTH guys.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we're  doing  a 
reunion concert this Friday.  That band is twenty years old now 
if you can believe it.  We all grew up together but eventually 
we  all  went  our  separate  ways.   It's  been five  years  since 
we've  played.   The  dynamics  of  the  two  bands  are  very 
different.   Every band is  different.  They're  just  relationships 
with other musicians is what they are. 

Once this EP is out there What do you hope that someone 

comes away with after hearing it?
ADRIAN WALL:  I'm hoping that people realize our potential. 
Like I said this is just an EP and this is just the beginning for us 
I believe.  We have a lot of potential and already people are 
realizing that something is happening with us.  We are booking 
shows like crazy and out Summer is really filling up.  We're 
trying to be smart about it and pick and choose our battles and 
not  just  play  anything  that  comes  our  way.  We've  been 
fortunate to have opened for some National acts. We've done 
four this month already.  I really want people to listen to this EP 
and really listen to the songs.  I think we have some very strong 
songs.  As a live band we're pretty dynamic too.  Granted our 
sound is based in reggae its' not you basic roots reggae.  We 
have a lot of influences that come form the  rock vein. It's really 
good music.  And I hope that people enjoy it. 
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DEAD WAIT has been out awhile now and it's grown some 
legs and with all that time that has passed how do you 
feel about the album now?
VICTOR MARTISIUS: What the album does is that it gives us 
a helipad to fall back on.  I'm a music instructor outside of the 
band so when I explain to my students why we do the basics 
so  you'll  always  have  this  nice  foundation  to  fall  back  on. 
When you want to go out and experiment on  some new stuff 
and try to add a different flavor here and a different flavor there 
and it doesn't really work out you can always go back to your 
original foundation where it's nice and comfortable.  A lot of the 
songs  on  that  album  really  hit  home  for  me.  I  love  those 
songs. WEATHER MAN off of that album is actually one of my 
favorite songs in the world and I can happily say that I was the 
one that wrote the music for that.  Just to have the album be 
recognized for what I believe it to be is just out of this world. 
It's  out  of  this  world  for  the  band  and  everyone  who  was 
involved with  the album. We all  put  in  110% for this album 
every second of the way.  It was my first time doing something 
on  this  scale  and I'm  hoping  that  we  can follow it  up  with 
something  similar   but  with  more  flavor  and  more 
orchestration.  Something  that  shows  that  we're  moving  in 
more uplifting direction.  I listen to the album once a day and it 
never gets old for me. 

Talk  about  other  people's  reactions.  Have  there  been 
reactions  to  it  that  you  didn't  quite  expect.  You  had 
mentioned that  you couldn't  believe that  you guys  had 
walked  away  with  the  ABORIGINAL PEOPLE'S  CHOICE 
MUSIC AWARD. What other reactions have surprised you?
VICTOR MARTISIUS: What surprised me is that I've been in 

many bands before and all of my friends who have come out 
and supported me and whatever band I  was in were simply 
doing it as friends.  Now there are people who come up to me 
and ask whether next show is and they wanna bring as many 
people as possible.  It's a welcome change to having to ask 
people to check out my band and have them half-hearted about 
coming to a show.  Now we can get the entire audience at a 
show involved and I'm happy to say that my friends are a part 
of  the audience.   I  grew up watching MUCH MUSIC herein 
Canada  and  I  was  always  watching  the  WEEKLY 
COUNTDOWN  and to say that I have a number one single 
RICH MAN off of this debut album of ours is really gratifying. 
My reaction to all of this is how can I make this more exciting 
for the people who are enjoying it already. 

And talk about your musical experience before joining this 
band.
VICTOR  MARTISIUS:  Growing  up  my  very  first  opinion  of 
music that wasn't my father's or my older brother's or my older 
sister's  was when I was playing this video game PRO-SKATER 
II and track seven was by my favorite band of all time.  They're 
called MELANCHOLIN form Sweden and the song is called NO 
CIGAR.   In  the  game  you  have  the  option  of  picking  your 
playlist and I turned off every other song  on the playlist except 
that one because I didn't know where to find the album. This 
was  before  I  knew  how  to  use  anything  like  NAPSTER  or 
anything like that.  If I wanted to listen to that song I had to play 
the video game.  They were a punk rock band so because of 
that I started playing bass.  I wanted to be a singer and from 
when I started singing up until now there has been a definite 
improvement.   I've  been  in  any  number  of  bands  with  any 
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number of silly names.  One of the bands that I was in was 
called TIME BRINGS CHANGE and another one was called 
EVADANCE. The band withe coolest name was called THE 
RUM RUNNERS and that  was  right  before  GHOST TOWN 
ORCHESTRA.   For  years  people  were  always  alike  "How 
sweet! VICTOR has a hobby!" They thought  it was "cute" that 
I played music but that one day I would settle down and have 
a job and get a girlfriend and start a life.  That never crossed 
my mind.  Yeah,a girl is great and money is awesome but the 
satisfaction that I get from going up on stage and getting any 
reaction out of crowd is far more rewarding than a paycheck 
or a kiss on the forehead good night.  I love music and to be 
able to share it on this type of scale is what makes me get up 
in the morning. 

Talk about the other members of the band and what it is 
that you think each person brings to the table that makes 
this thing work. I understand that there's a new member 
now.
VICTOR MARTISIUS:  Yes his name is RYLAN BRAIDA and 
this guy is a monster bass guitarist.  It's like he's playing six 
instruments at once.  He so tight tot he rhythm that it allows 
me to dance around what he's doing. He does these intricate 
bass  lines and the ideas that  come from him inspire  ideas 
within  me  that  I  never  thought  were  possible.   It  was  our 
drummer PAUL VENDITTI who brought him in.  He had played 
with RYLAN before and the chemistry between those two is 
out of control. When we play live you can see them feeding off 
of each other.  You never know whats going to happen next. 
Let me tell you something about PAUL. He is one of the best 
drummers that I've ever been around.  He's our NEAL PEART. 

He's our JON BONHAM.  He's our AC/DC drummer whose in a 
little bit of trouble right now.  PAUL is really into metal and my 
first band was a metal band so I'm always trying to keep things 
moving at a high intensity and he is so attuned to that.  He's 
like a metronome. He doesn't miss a beat.  I'm able to write 
edgier music now because I have a guy that can play it. 

You and LOGAN are kind of the MICK and KEITH of this 
band so talk about the songwriting between the two of you 
from your perspective.
VICTOR MARTISIUS:  When LOGAN and  I  get  together  we 
never really know whats going to come out of it.  Lets talk about 
a song like RICH MAN.  I came up with this coo little lead line 
while  everyone else was upstairs  for  a  smoke break  and I 
wanted to hear what it would sound like with specific root notes. 
I started playing it and all I heard was the footsteps of the band 
running downstairs  and all of them saying that we had to make 
it into a song.  And that was how we came up with RICH MAN. 
That is the kind of partnership we have.  It's exciting. It's quick. 
It's efficient. We have a way of instantly knowing when we have 
a song. 

So it's  more about seizing a moment rather  than sitting 
down and looking at each other. 
VICTOR MARTISIUS:  Absolutely.  Why search for something 
that's looking for you.  It's like when you're single and you're 
looking for a girlfriend and you never find one. 

Yeah, sometimes you have to give up.
VICTOR MARTISIUS: Exactly.  You've gotta give up and then 
all of a sudden you get a knock at the door. You've got to seize 
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those moments. 

And are you guys working on anything at the moment that 
you hope to release soon?
VICTOR MARTISIUS:  Absolutely.  We're  constantly  trying  to 
one up each other every single time  so every song that we're 
working on is a new thing.  It's fresh and it still pays homage 
tot  eh  previous  catalog  but  it  will  go  in  a  slightly  different 
direction.  One of the problems with us is that we've never 
been able to pinpoint a genre.  And I think that's fantastic.  As 
soon as you put parameters around your creativity  then you 
only  have  what  is  inside  of  those  parameters.   Why  limit 
yourself? We've never wanted to limit ourselves so we don't. 
We don't limit ourselves to a title or a definition or what people 
expect. 

And  with  the  new  material  that  you  guys  are  putting 
together - what can you tell us about it? How will  it  be 
different from what you've released up to now?
VICTOR MARTISIUS: There are a few more guitar solos. Not 
like METALLICA or anything  We're on this rock n roll kick and 
we want to keep rocking.  The new stuff is a little more intense. 
We're  looking  at  songs  as  an  experience  with  peaks  and 
valleys  as opposed to being a structured bit.  We're not going 
for verse/chorus/verse/chorus anymore.  We want to take the 
parameters of the song  and make what's inside of the song 
new fresh and different. 
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I understand that you guys are really working in earnest 
on a new album. How is that coming along?
DUSTIN HARDER: It's coming along really well. It's actually 
turning into possibly three different albums.  We're going to try 
to  focus on our  market  and our  genre a little  bit.  I  write  in 
multiple genres.  The management company that I've signed 
to has asked me to send them as much material as I possibly 
can  and they've discussed a few things. I can't really release 
the information at  this  point   but  we're  going to  be able  to 
market over the next year a couple of different areas of genres 
and really show the diversity of my art. 

And  this  will  be  the  first  album  that  you  guys  have 
released since 2009's SEARCHING FOR A RIVER. How do 
yo feel  the  music that  you are  working on now will  be 
different from that album?
DUSTIN HARDER: I would have to say that  the experience of 
being in the studio for the first time and the writing and the 
recording aspect is different. It felt like the fist time around it 
was more difficult and this time it feels a little easier.  A lot of 
the pre-production and the demo  work has been a lot more 
experimental.   On  the  first  album  I  pretty  much  recorded 
everything raw off  the floor  and did  a  whole bunch of  post 
production stuff afterwards.  This time around I have a better 
idea for  the  instrumentation  and the  sound  that  I  want  the 
music to have. 

And who all does the DUSTY ROADS BAND consist of?
DUSTIN HARDER: The band started off  with  myself,  JAKE 
STEAD on bass and drummer JAKE BELL.  This was the first 
band for all of us.  And then about three years ago  all of the 

members were moving off in different directions.  The original 
DUSTY ROADS band was a bit of catalyst for the scene here in 
Winnipeg.  Everyone of those member now plays in a great 
band that hails form Winnipeg.  The DUSTY ROADS BAND is a 
Winnipeg  band  and  because  there  are  no  set  members 
anymore  it  ends  up  showcasing  a  lot  of  the  talent  herein 
Winnipeg.  It's been very easy to get folks to be a part of the 
project. 

And talk about the music scene that you're surrounded by. 
It's sounds like a supportive scene if you're able to find a 
person here and a person there to play on this project.
DUSTIN HARDER: The scene here is  beneficial  to  a singer 
songwriter because there is a tremendous pool of talent to grab 
from.  Given that I write  and perform in multiple genres  I am 
able to pick and choose what style of bass player or drummer 
that I would like to have a accompany me for a particular song. 
I've  even  done  shows  where  throughout  the  course  of  the 
evening  I've  had  three  different  drummers  and  maybe  four 
different bass players. 

Talk about how music first came into your life. What was it 
about music that made you pursue it in the way that you 
have?
DUSTIN HARDER: It was something that was always around 
me.  My grandfather had whittled me some spoons so I could 
start  getting my rhythm chops down and participate in some 
kitchen jams after dinner.  By the time I was about three and 
half or four I was able to start strumming along  so he would 
allow me to fiddle with his banjos and his guitars and then by 
the age of six we had show and tell at school and I brought my 
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acoustic  guitar.  My  grandfather  really  liked  the  TV  show 
M.A.S.H. I had no idea that the theme song to the show was 
called  SUICIDE IS PAINLESS yet  that  was the song that  I 
chose to perform for  show and tell  when I  was six.   I  was 
pretty much born into music-making.  I started writing songs 
when I was about nine and at fourteen I did the whole high 
school band thing.  By nineteen I busked my way to the Yukon 
in Northern Canada.  When I got up there I happened to walk 
into  the  Westminster  Hotel  which  was  the  only  live  music 
venue within five hundred miles.  They took me in with open 
arms  and  the  next  thing  I  knew  I  was  in  the  house  band 
performing five nights a week. I learned from that experience 
that music isn't all fun and games.  It's a lot of hard work.  I 
never stopped from that moment on. 

And talk about the songwriting process. How do you go 
about it?
DUSTIN HARDER: It's starts with playing around with chords. 
I'll start with an acoustic in my hand  and I'll start riffing way 
with whatever comes to mind.  It's not really thought out.  It's 
more about whatever I'm feeling and whatever comes to mind. 
Once I find something that I seem to dig Then melodies will 
come out of my mouth.  I don't really really rely on recording 
things.  If something that I've come up with is good enough for 
me to remember  than I think that I've really got something that 
is supposed to be shared with the world.  Lyrics just come and 
I start writing them down.  I'm not a very religious person but I 
do believe in the Creator  and I feel like I'm the conduit for 
some  force  our  power  when  it  comes  to  songwriting. 
Sometimes I'll have a song written the first time I ever try to 
perform it  or sometimes it'll take a few months. 

With these new songs that you guys are working who is 
going to be helping you produce them in the studio?
DUSTIN HARDER: With this new management deal that I have 
they want  me to come to the UK to do the recording.  They 
have some players out there that will fit with the music that I'm 
doing.  They have a few people in mind that they've shopped 
the idea around to  and there is some interest.   I'm kind of 
leaving  it  in  their  hands.  The  reason  that  I  signed  to  this 
management company  is because of the experience that this 
team has.  I  finally feel like this could be the break that I've 
been looking for.  I have some trust with where they're coming 
form and how they are going about putting me with the right 
team of people. 
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This single is only a few days away from getting a release 
through ROCKWIRED - I might add - and how do you feel 
about unleashing this beast of yours onto the public?
DAVIDICA: I'm totally excited and a little bit - I can't even put it 
into words because the whole thing has come out better than I 
expected.   The  people  form  GREAT SKY STUDIOS  really 
brought this track to a whole new level. Right now I can't wait 
for everyone to hear it.  Sometimes  you write a song and you 
hear it a certain way in your head and then some one takes it 
and makes it better than anything that you could've imagined. 
I think that kind of feeling is just incomparable. 

And describe the process to me. When you went into the 
studio did you have a band with you already?
DAVIDICA: For this track it was the musicians at GREAT SKY 
STUDIOS who did all of the work with the guitars and drums 
and all of the tracking before I came in which was cool.  I had 
sent them a demo of the song. It was just a raw demo with my 
voice and a guitar.  I explained to them what kind of feel that I 
wanted.  I wanted BUCK CHERRY drums and these amazing 
guitar sounds.  From there they went in with their instruments 
and laid down the track. The track was built up slowly.  Once 
all  of  the  instrumentals  were  laid  down  they called  me to 
record my vocals.  As producers they really understood me. 
It's really refreshing to work with people who were as much 
into rock music as I am. 

It's hard to find people who really understand what you 
want to do in terms of recording. 
DAVIDICA:  Yes,  and  I  think  JARED  and  MARTIN  did  an 
amazing job. It was really cool. In the past I didn't really know 

what I was doing  and now I feel like I understood what was 
going on the whole time  from the layering of the instruments to 
the  layering  of  my  voice.  I  really  appreciated  those  guys 
walking me through the whole process.  I really love the way 
the whole thing turned out.  I'm very surprised and excited. 

Is this single preceding a larger release or is this single a 
standalone?
DAVIDICA:  Yes, this song is preceding my upcoming EP. I'm 
going to do an EP. In the past I kind of felt like I was getting too 
big for my britches and was doing all of this stuff but when I 
stepped back and thought about putting forth the best product 
possible and I felt  that doing an EP was more cost effective 
than doing a full length album. I think it's a better move to have 
the public get to know you little by little.  It's just best as an 
independent artist for me to do it that way. 

From  the  time  that  you  started  getting  your  name  out 
there as an artist up until now what has been the biggest 
surprise for you?
DAVIDICA:  Actually the biggest surprise was getting Artist of 
the Month on your magazine.  I really love your magazine so it 
was  huge  surprise  to  get  that  acknowledgment.   Another 
surprise was not seeing a lot of other female artists in my genre 

Yeah, there aren't a lot of solo female artists doing the kind 
of music that you're doing. 
DAVIDICA:  As  an  artist  I'm  hoping  ot  inspire  more  young 
women to get into this genre. This music is a vessel to push 
your music and your message and your truth forward. I think 
songwriting is all about speaking your truth  and that is why I'm 
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naming the EP SPEAKING TRUTH.  That is what you do when 
you're writing music.  I think having women in this genre will 
not  only  help  the  women  artists  but  it  will  help  the  young 
female listeners who are looking for someone to look up to.  I 
really appreciate this genre of music becomes it allows you to 
be honest.  Brutally honest sometimes. 

And talk about the inspiration for the single?
DAVIDICA:  The  song  is  all  about  looking  at  different 
relationships.  When I was writing it it seemed to me like there 
were a lot of people out there who were hurting and having a 
hard time  and it  all  came down to the same thing -  being 
manipulated and being used.  The whole idea of that offending 
me. Maybe even pissing me off a little.  Maybe both.  How is 
this happening? I decided to write a song that was ironic and 
be in-your-face  about the fact that there manipulative people 
out there but as a person you don't have to fall into that.  You 
don't have to feed into it or give into it.  Another good thing 
about songwriting is that it brings awareness about situations 
and allows you to talk about things that most people won't talk 
about.  The whole song is about the irony of control. Promises 
maybe empty but I'm going to promise you anyway.  When I 
first started performing it for people they would respond like 
"Oh my God! That song made me feel self-conscious because 
I  was  really  doing  that."  and  sometimes  the  song  pisses 
people off because it's the truth.  The truth can kind of freak 
people out. 

You've always been a real road dog ever since I've known 
you. Any plans to tour this year?
DAVIDICA:  Absolutely.  I've had a little bit of a set back with 

some health  problems  It's  nothing  serious.   I  was  told  "no 
travel for a couple of months" but that's not going to stop me. 
This  year  we're  hoping  to  hit  the  east  Coast  and  down  in 
Florida.  There are some bands down there that  I  follow on 
REVERBNATION  and I think they're amazing.  I'd love to go 
down there and meet them. As a Native artist  I want to venture 
outside of  the normal  channels and really get  my name out 
there.  If you really look at it the whole Native music scene is 
just a drop in the bucket in the whole scheme of things.  I think 
we need to have a bigger presence. This year I want to try to 
reach a broader audience and get a lot more fans and meet 
more people. It can only benefit me as a songwriter. 
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You're about to release the album THIS SIDE UP as THE 
CODY BLACKBIRD BAND. Before, the world knew you as 
an instrumental  artist  and  now  you've  gone  into  doing 
vocals  and some very  fine  vocals  I  might  add.  So talk 
about this change in direction.
CODY BLACKBiRD: The band idea was something that I've 
wanted to do since I've started music.  I've always wanted to 
branch out and do more.  And recently I've had the opportunity 
to do that with THE CODY BLACKBIRD BAND.  I started a 
little over a year and a half ago and our first concert was an 
anti-uranium concert in the The Black Hills. We had a great 
show and an awesome response from the organizers and the 
crowd.  People wanted to hear more and see us more.  We've 
had really great energy buzz around what we were doing.  At 
the  time  we  were  doing  mostly  instrumental  stuff  and  then 
people  were  like  "CODY,  you  need  to  start  writing  vocals! 
People want to hear you sing!" So we did that.  We released 
RECLAMATION where I just did some traditional vocals with 
the band  but I got the sense that people still wanted written 
lyrics so we came up with the single PROMISED LAND just 
this past December.  Now it's evolved to where we're getting 
ready to release the album in May with both instrumentals and 
songs with  lyrics.   It's  a  genre that we're  calling Alternative 
Blues Rock Fusion.  It's  just something that's really exciting 
and new and fresh. 

What has inspired the songs on THIS SIDE UP? Where are 
the songs coming from emotionally?
CODY BLACKBiRD: As an artist I'm at a point in music where 
I'm sick of repetitiveness.  I'm sick of the same ol' same ol'. We 

get it! You're going to a party and you're gonna get blanked up 
drunk and you're gonna have a good time. We get it!  I want to 
hear conscious music and I know that there are other listeners 
out  there who want  the same thing.   They want  to  listen to 
music and be able to take away something from it.  It's cool to 
have a party song here and there  but there are so many thing 
s going not only in  our homeland but  around the world  that 
people  need  to  open  up  their  eyes  to  and  I  feel  that  my 
songwriting  is  a  way  to  do  that.   Betterment  of  self  and 
community is really what its' all about. If we can't change within 
ourselves we're no good to society. 

And do you not feel that that is what the message is with 
other current artists out of Indian Country?
CODY BLACKBiRD:  I  do.  I  think  you  have  artists  who  are 
great at conveying that message to their specific fanbase  but 
what  I'm  trying  to  do  is  convey that  message  to  a  broader 
audience and not  limit  myself  to  a  certain  clique.   This  is  a 
message that I really want to take to the masses. Many artists 
have tried and succeeded on some level  and then they drop 
off  and you never  hear  from them again.  A couple of  tragic 
events  have taken people  too  early   and  there  hasn't  been 
anyone who has exceeded at what I envision.  I'm not saying 
that I can do it but I'm going to damn well try to get my music 
out there outside of the Indian Country clique. 

I  remember not too long after I  interviewed you the first 
time  i  did  see  you  forging  a  broader  music  when  you 
collaborated with  FRANK WALN for  the  song  HEAR  MY 
CRY  and  few  months  ago  I  noticed  you  posted  on 
FACEBOOK regarding that track. I understand that there is 
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a rift between the two of you. What is the reason for it?
CODY  BLACKBiRD:  Absolutely.   I  was  recording  my 
traditional flute album WICOHAN  and FRANK was recording 
it and producing it.  He asked me if I could help on this track 
that he had in mind.  I said "Absolutely! I'd be glad to!" In the 
middle of recording my album we took a break to work on the 
song that was to become HEAR MY CRY. We worked on it 
together.   He wrote his lyrics and I wrote the hook and the 
traditional flute and vocals.  We put the song out and it  did 
what it did.  It did great things and its' still making a big impact 
and doing great things.  The rift isn't about the song itself. It's 
about the legalities behind the song.  It wasn't until a year ago 
that I looked into the U.S Copyright paper work for he song 
and found out that I was written out of my co-writing credit and 
my publishing credit.  Any of my credit tot he song was not on 
the paperwork at all.   So I started doing some investigating 
because  the  original  agreement  on  that  song  was  fifty/fifty 
credit all the way around.  I've never seen a penny but it's not 
about  the  money.   It's  a  matter  of  honor.   You  don't  tell 
somebody something and then go behind their back and take 
credit for it.  The paperwork makes not mention of my input 
whatsoever.  I March of last year we went to Chicago to see a 
TRIBE CALLED RED and FRANK was opening.  I walked over 
to FRANK at his merchandise table and he said "Bro you look 
good! It's good to see you!" and I just looked him straight in 
the eyes and said "This is two small of a business to have this 
going on. We need to squash whatever it is and move on and 
right this wrong." He was like "Absolutely bro! We need  to fix 
this!" We set up a time and a place to meet. That time came.  I 
was at the place  and I was left standing there waiting for Mr. 
WALN. That was the last time I ever spoke to him.  When it 

was  all  over  I  just  thought  about  how  I  could  take  this 
experience and flip it into a positive  and that was when me and 
my younger brother CALEB founded READY RECORDS which 
is  an  independent  profit-sharing  label   that  bring  sin 
independent artists of all genres  and shows them all the proper 
ways  getting  their  music  taken  care  of  legally   and  how to 
promote  their  music.   There  are  too  many  people  in  this 
industry that want to use you and we don't have the time or the 
capacity as artists to deal with that.  This whole ordeal took a 
lot out of me. It took a lot of time and energy and the ability to 
deal withe day to day things that I needed to be dealing with all 
because  I  had  to  deal  with  something  that  should've  been 
rectified with one phone call.  It was a lesson learned and it's 
not something that I look back on and regret at all.  The song is 
great and i  think that FRANK is a great person. He made a 
mistake and was too embarrassed to rectify it.  That is what I 
think it came down to and I wish him nothing but the best.  The 
fact of the matter is I  was used  and I was never given the 
proper credit.  But you pick up and move on and learn from it 
and hope that   you can do what  you can so that  it  doesn't 
happen to you again and to those around you. 

And just to switch gears - what songs off of THIS SIDE UP 
have you the most excited and why?
CODY BLACKBiRD:  We've got  PROMISED LAND which is 
about  the Keystone Pipeline and the devastation the big  oil 
brings to the land.  There is a lot of passion in that song and 
I'm really excited to have people hear that song more.  The title 
track for  the album THIS SIDE UP is a another good song. 
The album cover is pretty controversial with an upside down 
flag.   A flag  upside  down  means  distress  and  people  don't 
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realize that.  They think that it's a sign of disrespect.  They 
think  it's  a  big  middle  finger  to  the  United  States   but  in 
Section 36 of  the United States Constitution when you feel 
you're life is in danger  or distressed you are allowed to fly the 
flag upside down as a sign of that.  We went through battles 
with many different distribution companies to get this artwork 
to remain as the cover for the album. The title track is about 
opening up your  eyes to what  is really going on. It  doesn't 
matter was race color or creed that you are in this country  the 
powers that be are affecting you.  We have things that are 
going on over seas that people are watching right now  while 
there is devastation going on right here in this country.  Right 
now were' at risk of losing the largest source of fresh water in 
the  United  States   and  without  we  become  a  third  world 
country over night.  That's not an issue of race  and if anyone 
says it is ask how. 
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you guys have this album finished and now that it's out 
there for people to get a listen to how do you feel about 
the finished work?
MICHAEL BERNARD:I love it but there is still  a lot of work 
that could've been done with it. A we go we keep adding more 
to it.  I think we might've rushed things a little too much just 
because  we  wanted  to  have  a  CD  out  there  and  to  be 
recognized but I  think if we had taken our time we could've 
added a little more to it. But I'm happy with the response. I'm a 
perfectionist.  I  always want  the greatest but sometimes you 
can't always get that and you have to wait for the right time.

Take me back to the beginning of this band. How did it all 
get started?
MICHAEL BERNARD:  We were  all  in  an  IT  course  at  the 
community college. We all kind of knew each other because 
we're all from the same community but we never really hung 
out or associated with each other. It was this IT course that 
brought us together. We went out for lunch one time and we 
decided to start a band. Amongst us there was a bass player, 
a  guitar  player  and  a  drummer  and  so  on.  There  was  a 
Christmas show coming up and they were looking for a band 
to play and just for the fun of it we thought we could play this 
show.  We weren't  really taking  this  thing seriously.  We just 
wanted to jam and we did some Christmas carols with a rock 
flavor  to  them. We did  the show and we got  a  really good 
reaction. We got a high from it and we just wanted to keep 
doing it. We got offers to play in bars so we learned a bunch of 
covers and KICKIN KROTCH was born.

So before that show and before that IT course what was 

your musical experience?
MICHAEL BERNARD:  Mine? I played acoustic guitar for like 
eighteen years. Not so much writing or anything like that but I’d 
just sing and play the guitar and mess around like at parties 
and  things  like  that.  That  was  it  for  me  as  far  as  musical 
experience. I never wrote a song or anything like that before 
this band. When it  all  came together for KICKIN KROTCH it 
was  like  "Holy  shit!  Now  we've  gotta  come  up  with  some 
originals!"

Talk about the other members of the band. Tell  me who 
they are and what it is you think each of them brings to the 
table that makes this thing work?
MICHAEL  BERNARD:  SHAWN  is  our  drummer.  He  is  the 
backbone. He's like the big daddy of the group. He keeps the 
beat down. He keeps everybody in check and he's responsible. 
He's a really good kid and I'm glad that he's a part of it. He is 
also very talented. He's not just a drummer but a guitar player 
as well and he can sing. He brings so much talent to the group 
and  it  makes  us  that  much  better.  We  also  have  KEVIN 
CONNOR WARD on bass. He is also a keyboard player, bass 
player and guitar player. He can also sing too. All of these guys 
have musical experiences in the past and I'm very grateful to 
have them in this band. KIP SAPIER is out rhythm guitarist. He 
is just an amazing guitar player. He also plays in another band 
here in Fredericton. Their music is heavier than what we do but 
that  brings  a  lot  of  different  influence  to  us  an  gives  us  a 
different  sound  now  that  we  are  working  on  new  material. 
FRANK SIMON is our lead guitarist and if you want a god rock 
n roll guitar player FRANK is your guy. He can rip out just about 
anything. He is very talented. I'm very grateful that we have a 
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very talented group of guys.

So talk about the initial kick inside of yourself that made 
you want to pick up the guitar?
MICHAEL BERNARD: I always had that passion for music. I 
just  never  really took the time to pursue it.  I  struggled with 
addictions for most of my life. I'm not blaming that in anyway 
but I think that it has a lot to do with that. I've been sober for 
almost two years so it feels like a rebirth of myself.  It's just 
weird how stuff happens. I know that everything happens for a 
reason  and  I  also  know that  it's  never  too  late  to  get  into 
anything. I'm not young but I'm not old either. It's never too late 
to pursue your dreams and what you really love. That’s what 
I'm doing.

Talk about the songwriting process in the band. How do 
you guys go about it?
MICHAEL BERNARD: Usually the guys will work on riffs and 
mess around and stuff and I'll write music around it. The lyrics 
are inspired by my addictions that had held me down for so 
long. I hear a lot of that in my music. They also come from 
some  bad  relationships  that  I've  had  in  my  life.  Life 
experiences are what inform the songwriting.

And of the songs on the album which ones stand out for 
you the most and why?
MICHAEL  BERNARD:  GHOST  TOWN  stands  out  for  me. 
That song is just about reaching into my soul and ripping it out 
and throwing it all over. It tells you about where I was and how 
stuck I was in the dark places of addiction and all that. Of all of 
the  songs  it's  the  most  meaningful  to  me.  It's  one  of  the 

heavier songs. It's  more acoustic driven but it's  me.  Another 
song that stands out for me is FEARLESS. It's about me trying 
to recapture my culture and identity as an aboriginal person. 
That is sort of a gift to the people who
helped me get  to  where I  am. So I  would have to  say that 
FEARLESS and GHOSTTOWN are the songs that mean the 
most to me. All of the songs on the album have meaning to me 
but those two stand out the most.

And in a live show what songs get the crowd going the 
most?
MICHAEL BERNARD: BEYOND CONTROL. That is the song 
that we start out with all of the time. It's a good fist pumping 
song to get everybody up and going.

For me putting this issue together and trying to find people 
to fill the pages for it I've noticed that there isn't a lot of 
rock n roll in Indian Country. Why do you think that is?
MICHAEL BERNARD:  I  think  a  lot  of  TV  and  movies  and 
gangsters and all of this stuff sort of make it cool for these kids 
to grow up and be rappers and thugs and stuff like that. I'm not 
trying to stereotype anything but you see it everywhere. I feel 
that you need to be proud of who you are. That’s the way I see 
it. I think it's a lot of media that has a lot of influence over these 
isolated communities that don't have a lot of things
to offer. It's also much easier to make music in hip hop. A lot of 
people are saying that rock n roll is dying and I'm trying to keep 
it alive. Around here there aren't any rock n roll bands at all. It's 
mostly hip hop and soft pop. It's crazy.

With  this  CD  behind  you  what  is  next  for  you  guys 
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musically?
This CD came out last year and we never had the chance to 
promote it right. We're planning on a 38 date tour going across 
North America. We'll be stopping at the Indigenous Games in 
Regina and then Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, Chicago, New 
York City,  Boston,  Toronto and Halifax.  We want  to  get our 
music out there and we feel that there is no better way to do 
that then to go on tour and play in front of new faces every 
night.

What would you like for people to come away with after 
they've heard this album? 
I  want  them  to  relate  to  the  hardships  and  struggles  of 
everyday life. I'd also like for them to come away with a sense 
of hope. It's important to not give up hope. There is always a 
light at the end of the tunnel. I know that is pretty cliche to say 
but music is the best way for people to connect.
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After years of being with the band BLACKFIRE you now 
have this new project SIHASIN. Talk about what inspired 
this change in direction.
JENEDA:  As Navajo people one of our main philosophies is 
SIHASIN. It is one of our guiding principles as Navajo people. 
SIHASIN means to plan and to ask in a way that is hopeful. It 
is hope. For us we saw a lot of things happening at home on 
our reservation and it felt like for a lot of youth that we spoke 
with we found that there was a lot of hope that was missing. 
When  we  were  doing  our  Youth  Empowerment  training 
especially talking to Navajo youth we spoke a lot about the 
importance of having hope and when you do plan and make 
decisions you should always do so in a hopeful way. You need 
to  think  in  a  positive  way  in  order  to  make  these  things 
happen. There were a rash of suicides that had happened on 
our reservation and I felt that I needed to do something else. 
There needed to be some sort of reminder to kids that they 
can't give up hope. That they can't surrender to gang violence 
and suicide all of these barriers that exist that have become 
obstacles for our youth. SIHASIN became this project for us 
and all of our songs are about empowerment and hope. It's a 
long story. It's a very epic
story.

CLAYSON:  With the band BLACKFIRE, the goal was about 
transforming anger into music. With this project I'm a parent. 
I'm a dad with a six year old daughter and JANEDA has two 
amazing  beautiful  ones  too.  With  BLACKFIRE  a  lot  of  our 
music was a protest cry and there is confrontation within that. 
And with this project we wanted to approach life and music 
with angle of compassion and hope. This was something new 

for us. It was really refreshing and empowering for us. This was 
a transition that we had gone through and it has allowed us to 
explore other genres
and other elements of who we are as musicians.

JENEDA:  CLAYSON myself  and our  Mom as well  as  some 
other folks sued the Federal Government to protect youth and 
to protect kids and their young growing endocrine systems from 
ingesting reclaimed wastewater  that  was going to  be put  as 
artificial snow on a holy mountain.

CLAYSON: The San Francisco Peaks.

JENEDA: For years we fought that case and we lost and that 
for me was a turning point. It  had me thinking "What comes 
after anger? What comes after constantly being in fight mode?" 
After losing that lawsuit I needed to focus on hope.

I can definitely hear that on the album. You have JENEDA 
on  bass  and  CLAYSON  on  drums  yet  the  sound  yet  it 
sounds a lot fuller than just those two instruments. Talk 
about the production of this album.
JENEDA: It's produced by ED STASIUM who is incredible. We 
were just so blessed to work with him. We worked with him on 
our BLACKFIRE album SILENCE IS A
WEAPON. We just knew that he had the right feeling and the 
right energy for SIHASIN. That is how we play. We are bass 
and drums and the sounds a you hear coming out of the bass - 
yes, they are huge. We've been really lucky to have some mad 
sonic scientists help us out and really create a sound that is 
unique that is really full. A lot of people have been surprised. 
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Especially guitar players. They often get upset. When they see 
us they are like "where is your guitar player?"

CLAYSON:  And then when they come up to us after a show 
they are like "Man! We didn’t even miss the guitar!"

JENEDA:  Which is a huge compliment coming from a guitar 
player. I'm really thankful for that.

CLAYSON: For us it's about energy. If you take a look at the 
drum kit that I use, we fuse Native American drums with our 
sound. It's about using what resources we have. We want to 
show kids back on the rez that you don't have to go out and 
buy the most expensive drum kit. You can create and make 
your own sounds, think outside of the box and be resourceful.

One of the songs off of this album is the track TAKE A 
STAND. Talk about the inspiration behind that track and 
who is the vocalist on it?
JENEDA:  It's one of those songs for me that just happened. 
Sometimes when you're open the musical inspiration comes 
right into your ear and puts a song
right in your head and it's written very quickly. The meaning is 
so intense that it becomes more than just a song. It becomes 
a powerful emotion like a cry for help.
That song is about reconnecting. It's a song for our ancestors. 
It's a song that reminds us that our ancestors have never left 
us. When you think about our
beating hearts and how when we are in the womb our heart 
grows  and  beats  and  that  heartbeat  gets  passed  on.  That 
heartbeat has never ceased to exist and it connects us directly 

to  our  ancestors.  Everything  that  we  are  comes  from  our 
ancestors. It's a call for reconnection to our indigenous values 
because we're all indigenous. We're all tribal people and there 
is a disconnection. As tribal people
we are very intricately connected to our Mother Earth and what 
we do to her directly affects us.

CLAYSON: And the male vocalist that you hear on that track is 
our dad JONES BENALLY. It was amazing for me to work with 
and collaborate with my dad. My dad came up with the melody 
on that song and the entire song unfolded from there.

So clearly music is very important in this family.
JENEDA:  Music is very important in this family as is singing. 
Our father is a traditional healer. Our Medicine People we call 
them  Hatalii  which  translates  directly  into  "One  that  sings" 
When you go to have a ceremony you don't say "I'm going to 
have a ceremony." It translates into "I'm going to have a singing 
done" For us as traditional Navajo people music and song is all 
intertwined with health
and  well-being.  There  is  no  disconnection  between  us  and 
music.

And  how  have  fans  of  BLACKFIRE  responded  to  this 
album.
CLAYSON: That's the exciting part for us. When we wrote this 
album we wanted to match that energy and strength. When we 
perform the energy is there. It's quite unique having these two 
people on stage and it doesn't  matter the size of the venue. 
The emotional and the energy of what we are communicating is 
amazing.  We come  from Big  Mountain  Black  Mesa  Arizona 
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where we have inherited a
legacy from our grandmother ROBERTA BLACK GOAT from 
our  Warrior  Society.  When  you  inherit  this  voice  when  we 
speak on behalf of the Earth and we speak on behalf of our 
community. It's very empowering and you feel that there is a 
certain  strength  and  energy  that  you  are  working  with  and 
when  you  translate  that  into  music  it's  such  a  unique 
experience. It's hard to explain. When we
started writing it was just one of those amazing moments. It's 
like opening a lid and the creativity starts flowing. We've been 
playing  for  over  21  years  as  BLACKFIRE and  everyone  is 
always excited about a new album and new work and a lot of 
the fans especially in Europe and the rest of the world have 
been really receptive and the music truly has crossed over, not 
only in the punk genre but also the world folk genre. It's like a 
whole new world has opened up.

JENEDA: And we've been really blessed to be supported still 
by  fans  of  BLACKFIRE.  The  sounds  of  BLACKFIRE  and 
SIHASIN are different.  It's  like having different  children and 
you  would  never  want  anyone  to  compare  SIHASIN  and 
BLACKFIRE  or  any  of  our  work  because  those  are  your 
babies. It's like you give birth to a boy and a girl and you can't 
possibly have a favorite over the other. Or ever compare them 
because they are definitely created differently. They are their 
own entity.

And talk about the process within this project.  How do 
you guys go about it?
CLAYSON:  we've  actually  been  a  part  of  some  amazing 
songwriting  workshops  called  CONSTRUCTION  ZONE  in 

Sturgeon Bay Wisconsin. It's headed by PAT MCDONALD who 
used  to  be  in  the  group TIMBUK3.  He created  this  Holiday 
Music  Motel  where you have all  of  the brilliant  and talented 
musicians and songwriters together.  You play spin the bottle 
and  that  chooses  your  songwriting  partners.  You’re  put  into 
groups of three and you just pull a song right out of the air and 
have it  shaped into  some sort  of  shape to be recorded and 
listened to the next evening. It's an amazing and brilliant way to 
learn to hone your skills as a musician and a songwriter. It's so 
much fun crafting the art of songwriting and building community 
and family amongst musicians.

JENEDA:  The songwriting process between CLAYSON and I 
with  SIHASIN  is  personal.  We  write  about  our  personal 
experiences. Our songs are not about things that we haven't 
experienced firsthand. It's really like taking a page out of our 
journal  and  reading  it.  We  don't  hide  anything.  We  put 
everything out there.
Songwriting puts you in vulnerable position because you are 
exposing  your  emotions  and  you  are  exposing  your 
experiences to  complete  strangers  and you  hope  they don't 
judge you.

CLAYSON:  But  that's  the  world  we  live  in  today  where 
everyone is  watching reality television like AMERICAN IDOL 
and so forth where people are being judged and now it seems 
like everyone in this country is a critic and no one can simply 
enjoy music.
With this album behind you what is next for the two of you 
musically?
JENEDA: we are currently working on a new album.
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CLAYSON:  We're currently in the middle of  the songwriting 
process. We've actually got some music coming out in movies. 
There are some films that are picking up our music as well. 
But as far SIHASIN is concerned we've just finished touring 
across the United States.
.
JENEDA:  Our  music  is  also  being  featured  in  a  couple  of 
documentaries as well which should be coming out soon.

CLAYSON: One of them is by GEORGE LYNCH of DOKKEN 
and he's doing a documentary on Indian Country.

JENEDA: It's called SHADOW NATION.

CLAYSON:  That one should be coming out soon. The other 
one is called THE DANCER DIARY by ANDY NORRIS. That 
one is still in the production process.

JENEDA: We are always looking to collaborate. For us music 
is such an integral part of our lives that we are always looking 
to collaborate. We always put it out to the universe that we are 
always willing to collaborate.
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It looks like things are really happening for you guys. I 
see  that  your  song  in  number  two  on  this  NATIONAL 
ABORIGINAL MUSIC COUNTDOWN.
ROB FARIES: Actually BRIAN you're a little bit behind on that 
because we just found out that we reached number one on the 
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL MUSIC COUNTDOWN.

Well hot damn! Congratulations
ROB FARIES: Thank you very much man!

Tell  me  about  this  NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  MUSIC 
COUNTDOWN. We don't have anything like it down here. 
What is it specifically?
ROB FARIES:  It's  based  out  of  Winnipeg  at  the  center  of 
Canada. If you have any Aboriginal ancestry you can submit 
your songs to MISS MELISSA who is the host of the show. 
They take a listen to it and they decide whether or not they 
should put it on the charts or not. If you're included you could 
slowly go up the chart. They put together a radio show and it 
airs all across Canada on the first Native-owned network.

Well once again congratulations. You guys haven't been a 
around that long. A little less than a year it looks like.
ROB FARIES:  As musicians we've been around quite a bit. 
The band BLACKSTONE actually started a s recording project 
and there was three of us initially and we decided that instead 
of going at individually why don't we stick to our strengths and 
come together as a band rather than focus on making our own 
individual CDs. That seemed to make the most sense and in 
the end it came out well. It turned out really well and we got a 
good response from it.  We released the album on I-TUNES 

and  it  actually  got  a  good  initial  response  on  the  I-TUNES 
ROCK CHARTS. That was something great that happened out 
of nowhere.

And who all helped you guys behind the mixing board?
ROB  FARIES:  We  went  down  to  this  studio  in  Oswegan 
Ontario in Six Nations. It's a native-owned studio.

GUNNER RECORDINGS?
ROB FARIES:  No it's a studio called JUKASA STUDIOS. It's 
owned by Mr. KEN HILL. It's an excellent facility with excellent 
equipment. It actually has a console that was brought over form 
ABBEY ROAD RECORDING STUDIOS. The console was used 
form the late  eighties to  the early nineties.  OASIS used the 
board and PAUL MCCARTNEY used it on one of his albums. It 
was really special to be recording through a board like that and 
to know that it had been through all of that.

There are a whole lot of spirits moving around in it.
ROB FARIES:  Yeah, there is a lot of mojo in there. There is 
actually a plaque inside of it dedicated to JOHN LENNON. It's 
built  right  into  the  console.  The  console  was  manned  by  a 
gentlemen  named  DARREN  MAGIEROWSKI  and  he  was 
producer  and  engineer.  He  took  us  under  his  wing.  It  was 
actually our  first  time in  a real  studio.  We had always done 
projects in basement studios
and home studios. It was really something special.

How  long  did  you  spend  in  the  studio  to  record  this 
album?
ROB FARIES:  We had ten tracks that we were working with 
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and  we  spent  several  months  sending  them back  forth  via 
email and we changed arrangements and adjusted the songs 
so they would be right for the studio. We actually didn't have a 
drummer until we hired a session drummer. We got into the 
studio on a Monday and we met our session drummer and 
started recording the drums and the bass from there for ten 
tracks for two days. And for the next three we did guitar vocals 
and all of the vocal overdubs.

With all of the work that went into the album behind you 
have  there  been  any  reactions  to  the  album  that  have 
surprised you or that you didn't quite expect?
ROB FARIES: Pretty much all of it has surprised me. I am just 
blown  away.  A year  and  half  ago  I  never  thought  I  would 
talking with someone form New Mexico about music and its' 
really quite amazing. I'm grateful for what ever comes our way. 
You can't take this stuff for granted. You dream about this thing 
for your whole life and you dream about making music and 
making a living playing music. To actually put your music out 
there and have people enjoy it is quite something.

What  was  your  musical  experience  before  joining  this 
band?
ROB FARIES: Before this band I was a cover band singer in 
my youth.  There was a time when I  wasn't  that involved in 
music and it wasn't until the last five years that I started getting 
back into it.  I  played in another band where all  we did was 
covers. Music was something that was missing from my life. 
And when BLACK STONE happened it really just turned my 
whole life around. It's one thing top play covers but it's a whole 
other thing to play song that you've put yourself into and to 

have people appreciate listening to them.

Talk about the other members of BLACK STONE.
ROB FARIES: When the project first started there was three of 
us.  There  is  one  member  who  moved  on  and  his  name  is 
STEWART SUTHERLAND. He was the one that called me and 
the guitar player and actually got us going on this. I just want to 
acknowledge him because he was the one that got the whole 
thing started and he's moved on to other things. On lead guitar 
we have MIKE ARCHIBALD. He is an amazing guitar player. 
His guitar playing is kind of reminiscent of SLASH or ANGUS 
YOUNG. When you see someone play like that it is so special 
to witness. He doesn't go for the technicality. It's more feeling 
for him and its' areal classic rock style. That is a really really 
special. It lights up whatever song we are playing. On rhythm 
guitar we have DARRYL MCLOUD and he is just rock solid. He 
just holds it all together and that is extremely important. On the 
drums we have JIMMY MCLESH and he is a really amazing 
drummer.  The great  thing about JIMMY is  that he is always 
learning. That is extremely important because we want to keep 
growing. On bass we have JAMES GUNNER who just recently 
brought into the band. He is just coming back into music and 
have someone come back to music and have that passion re-
ignited really brings a lot to the band.

With the album out there and moving things along with the 
band, who all is in your corner? Who is helping you with 
this are you guys signed to a label or is this all on your 
own?
ROB FARIES: We're basically doing this all on our own but we 
have a lot of support from our community and from all of the 
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people  that  have  become  our  fans.  They've  offered  us  so 
much support and that is really important to us. When it comes 
to labels and stuff like that we haven't gotten involved in any of 
that. The longer we go on without that the more you question 
how much you need it. Of course I could be here a year from 
now and be a big hypocrite and you'll be telling me what a big 
liar I was. Who would turn down getting signed by a big label 
down?  When  you  get  involved  with  things  like  labels  they 
expect things from you and they want  things done the way 
they want them done. If  they don't  feel  that guitar solos on 
ever song is commercially viable then you aren't playing guitar 
solos in every song because you are signed to them and they 
can pretty much tell you what to do. We kind of like the fact 
that we can play what we want to play and it's nice to make 
decisions on our own. We've just got to keep moving forward 
and keep playing.

On the flip side there has to be some challenges to doing 
all of this by yourself. if so, what are they?
ROB FARIES:  The biggest challenge for us right now is that 
Canada is such a large country and the band members live in 
different parts of the province so our biggest problem is getting 
together and playing right now. When we do play together it's 
awesome. Geography is our biggest challenge. I'm so envious 
of the guys who live in England. They drive two hours and they 
are in the next big city.

Or the next big country.
ROB FARIES: In the time it takes to drive through Ontario you 
could drive through all of Europe.

Talk about the songwriting process within this band. How 
do you guys go about it?
ROB  FARIES:  There  are  different  ways  to  write  songs  in 
general.  Some songs  are  based  around  riffs  and  some are 
based around melodies and vocals.  There also some songs 
with a more traditional style that are written acoustically. There 
are different ways to go about doing and no way is the right or 
wrong way to do it. If anyone out there who is reading this who 
is  a  songwriter  do  what  you  feel  is  right  and  try  different 
avenues and maybe one way will work better for you.You never 
know when inspiration is going to hit you so always have some 
sort of recording device handy. You could be driving down the 
road and come up with a great musical idea in your head. If you 
don't get it down somehow you're going to forget it.

You  say  that  it's  a  challenge  to  get  the  guys  together 
because you're all spread out but talk about some of the 
shows  that  you've  done.  What  were  some  of  your 
favorites?
ROB FARIES: One of the shows that sticks out in my mind is 
playing at the HORSESHOE TAVERN in downtown Toronto. It's 
one of those places where pretty much everyone has played. 
THE  STONES  have  played  there  and  THE  POLICE.  It's  a 
special  place.  I  remember  going  to  the  HORSESHOE  and 
standing on the sage during our sound check. It was a special 
moment for me. Six months later was Aboriginal History Month 
and  they  had  a  concert  at  an  outdoor  venue  in  Downtown 
Toronto  called Yonge-Dundas Square.  It's  kind  of  like  Times 
Square  for  Toronto.  We  played  there.  It  was  one  in  the 
afternoon, the sun was shining and I was looking up at all of the 
skyscrapers and it was unbelievable. That's one of the shows 
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that stick out in my mind.

How did music get started for you?
ROB FARIES:  There were always guitars around the house 
when I  was growing up. All  of  my aunts and uncles played 
guitar and a lot of the music they played was gospel music or 
country music. That was what I grew up singing. My family had 
a piano at their house and at a New Years Eve party there was 
this guy who came to our house named IRA JONES and he 
would just start playing away on the piano and everyone would 
gather  around  him.  He  was  like  a  magnet.  Everyone  was 
drawn to him. Everyone would sing along and I was just blown 
away. This guy could get on the piano and move the whole 
crowd. That always stuck inside me
and I always wanted to achieve that.

What artists got you going?
ROB FARIES: I'm gonna give you an answer and i know that 
it's a very stereotypical answer. I was about twelve or thirteen 
and my mom was about to head into town for something. I live 
in a pretty isolated town called Moose Factory. It's on an island 
and and when you get to the mainland in order to reach the 
highway you have to go five hours on a train. My mom was 
leaving town and asked if she could get anything for me and i 
said "How about a CD?"She said "What do you want?" and I 
told her to get me something that she used to listen to when 
she was a kid. When she came back she had two CDs for me 
and they were HARD DAYS NIGHT and HELP. That was when 
I knew that music as for me. It was all form listening to THE 
BEATLES.

When the band hits the stage what songs get audiences 
going the most?
ROB FARIES: I would say the first song IT"S ALL RIGHT That 
is the song that we usually open the set with As a matter of fact 
that's the song that just reached number one in the countdown. 
We go through our set and then toward the end of it we get into 
these three really heavy tracks. They're really upbeat and they 
have a lot of energy. They're called FEELING GOOD and are 
you ready and we close the set with PUSH ME which is the 
song that pretty much got the band BLACK STONE running. 
The song was actually played at the AIR CANANDA CENTRE 
during a TORONTO MAPLE LEAF GAME It was Hockey Night 
in Canada and I was sitting in my house watching TV. The ref 
blew his whistle and over the PA system you could hear the 
song over the air. The song PUSH ME is on rotation all across 
Canada now on the GALAXY NETWORK.
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